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February 2004
FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Presque Isle Shoreline Erosion Control Project, Erie, PA - Authorized by the 1986 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)  

Location:  Presque Isle State Park is located on the southern shore of Lake Erie in the City of Erie, Pennsylvania.

Project Description:  The shoreline erosion control project at Presque Isle State Park consists of 55 rubblemound breakwaters offshore along the lakeward length of Presque Isle, and approximately 560,000 tons of beach sand fill.  Each year approximately 55,000 tons of sand is placed on the beaches.
Appropriation Category:  Construction General

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project cost is estimated to be $112 million, with the Federal costs anticipated to be $56 million (50%) and the non-Federal share of $56 million (50%).
Current Status:  On-going activities include sand placement and project monitoring.  Sand, displaced by winter storms, must be redistributed on the beaches.  Approximately 55,000 tons of new sand is required to nourish the beaches each year.  In September 2003, the District completed improvements to a 100-foot section of the existing Erie North Pier to allow vessels carrying sand to dock and unload directly on park property, adjacent to the pier, thereby eliminating 2,900 truck trips through the city of Erie annually. 

The goal of the Presque Isle Shoreline Erosion Control Project is to minimize erosion within the project area, and to promote continued growth of Gull Point at a rate that occurred prior to any human intervention.  This natural rate of accretion was determined to be 0.4 acres per year.  Since completion of the breakwaters, this growth rate, while positive, has averaged 0.23 acres per year.  In order to ensure this growth, a portion of the annual nourishment or sand obtained from other areas of the park has been placed at Gull Point. A Section 1135 Preliminary Restoration Plan is underway to assure continued growth of Gull Point; and to prevent further endangerment or harm to the fragile ecosystem that contains the best examples of ecological succession and is home to many endangered species.
Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) is the non-Federal sponsor.

Congressional Interests: 
Representative Phil English R-PA-3

Senator Rick Santorum R-PA

Senator Arlen Specter R-PA

Issues:  None

Project Manager:  Craig M. Forget (716) 879-4187
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