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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Fairport Harbor, OH

Location:  Fairport Harbor is located on the south shore of Lake Erie, 33 miles east of Cleveland, OH, and 27 miles west of Ashtabula, OH in Lake County, OH.

Project Description: 


· Fairport Harbor is a deep-draft commercial harbor.  Construction of the harbor (with subsequent modifications) was authorized by various legislative acts between 1875 and 1946.  The outer harbor is approximately 360 acres in area, and is formed by a system of breakwaters.  The west breakwater is 3,878 feet long and the east breakwater is 6,750 feet long.  Two piers extend into the harbor from the mouth of the Grand River.  The authorized Federal channeldepth ranges between 25 feet in the outer harbor, and 21 feet in the upper portion of the river channel.

· Based on Year 2002 data, Fairport Harbor is ranked 106th in the nation based on the tonnage of material shipped from, or received at the port.  The harbor handles approximately 2,950,000 tons of materials annually.  Most commercial shipments are domestic.  Historically, the dominant harbor commodities are limestone, salt, sand, and gravel. 

Congressional Interests:  

Representative Steven LaTourette, R-OH-14
Senator Mike DeWine, R-OH 

Senator George Voinovich, R-OH 

Active USACE Harbor Activities:

· Dredging Program:  The USACE contracts dredging projects at the harbor at one or two year intervals.  Approximately 120,000 cubic yards of sediment accumulates each year.  The dredged material is disposed of in a permitted open-lake disposal area, or near-shore area depending on the physical characteristics of the sediment. The harbor was last dredged in FY03.  No dredging is scheduled for FY04.

· Project Condition Surveys:  USACE survey boats routinely document water depths and shoaling within the Federal channel.  The harbor survey documentation is made available for use by local industries and the general public. Surveys are scheduled for FY04.

· Breakwater Maintenance:  The USACE maintains the breakwater system through both contract and in-house labor.  Contractors are generally used to construct rubble-mound breakwaters.  The more labor-intensive, laid-up breakwater walls are rebuilt by USACE labor and floating plant. Breakwater repairs are scheduled to be performed by government equipment in FY04.










