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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Toledo Harbor, Toledo, OH - Maintenance Dredging

Location:  Toledo Harbor is located at the southwestern corner of Lake Erie, 110 miles west of Cleveland, OH, and 42 miles south of Detroit, MI, in Lucas County, OH.
Project Description:  This project involves maintenance dredging of the Federal navigation channels.  Work includes coordination of harbor needs with local stakeholders, surveys, development of bid documents, dredging contracts, and contract oversight.  Activities also include development and submittal of all required environmental documentation and permit applications to allow dredging and material disposal.

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  Total programmed funding for Toledo Harbor Maintenance Dredging in fiscal year 2004 is $3,165,000.

Project sponsor/Customer:  Stakeholders and users of the Federal channel.

Congressional Interests:
Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9

Senator Mike DeWine R-OH

Senator George Voinovich R-OH

Current Status:  FY04 dredging will be performed via two contracts. The first contract (the Outer Bay portion) has been awarded and work has begun.  The second contract for the river and inner bay areas is currently being negotiated. Work is expected to commence in August. It is anticipated that FY04 dredging will include the removal of 500,000 cubic yards of sediment from Maumee Bay, and 130,000 cubic yards of sediment from Maumee River. 

Issues:   Material that is dredged from the Lake Approach Channel, between Lake Mile 2, has been determined to be suitable for open-lake disposal based on Federal guidelines, and also appears to meet promulgated State Water Quality Standards.  However, in 2004, OEPA issued a five-year Section 401 Certification that included conditions which imposed major restrictions on open-lake disposal of this material, and required beneficial use.  Those conditions have been appealed to the Ohio Environmental Review Appeals Commission.  While a workable solution has been identified for the 2004 dredging within the limitations of the existing Section 401 Certification, that does not appear to be the case for out years.  In the last quarter of 2004, the Buffalo District will request a modification of the five-year Section 401 Certification seeking to eliminate these conditions, unless OEPA agrees to modify it during the appeals process.  The issue could also be resolved if a non-Federal sponsor agreed to fund those conditions that exceed the Federal Standard.

Project Manager:  Michael Asquith (716) 879-4352

