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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Erie Harbor, PA

Location:  Erie Harbor is located on Presque Isle Bay along the southeastern shore of Lake Erie, in Erie County, PA.

Project Description: 


· Erie Harbor is a deep-draft commercial harbor.  Construction of the harbor (with subsequent modifications) was authorized by various legislative acts between 1875 and 1962.  The harbor consists of an entrance channel and an inner harbor area within Presque Isle Bay.  Two piers line the channel at the entrance to the bay.  The north pier is 3,248 feet long and the south pier 2,215 feet long.  The authorized Federal channel depth ranges between 29 feet at the harbor entrance and 18 feet in the inner harbor.

· Based on Year 2002 data, for the tonnage of material shipped from or received at the port, Erie Harbor is ranked 145th in the nation.  The harbor handles approximately 1,150,000 tons of materials annually, most of which are domestic shipments.

Appropriation Category:  Operation and Maintenance

Congressional Interests: 

Representative Phil English R-PA-3

Senator Arlen Specter R-PA

Senator Rick Santorum R-PA

Active USACE Harbor Activities:

· Dredging Program:  The USACE contracts dredging projects at the harbor on an infrequent, as-needed basis.  The program routinely removes approximately 84,000 cubic yards of sediment per dredging activity.  The dredged material is disposed of in a permitted open-lake disposal area.  The harbor was last dredged in 1998.  The harbor is not scheduled for dredging in FY04.

· Project Condition Surveys:  USACE survey boats routinely document water depths and shoaling within the Federal channel.  The harbor survey documentation is made available for use by local industries and the general public.  Project condition surveys are scheduled for FY04.

· Breakwater Maintenance:  The USACE maintains the breakwater system through both contract and in-house labor.  Contractors are generally used to construct rubble-mound breakwaters.  The more labor-intensive, laid-up breakwater walls are rebuilt by USACE labor and floating plant.  Breakwater maintenance not scheduled for FY04.

· Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) Management:  The USACE constructs, operates and maintains CDFs that are used to store contaminated dredge sediments.  The Erie Harbor facility provided a storage capacity of 420,000 cubic yards of sediment at a cost of $3,500,000.  These facilities are normally turned over to local sponsors for redevelopment after they are filled to capacity.  The Erie CDF is no longer required for routine maintenance dredging.  The USACE is currently in the process of turning over a portion of the facility to the City of Erie.  CDF maintenance is not scheduled for FY04.










