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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Former Lake Ontario Ordnance Works (LOOW), NY
Location:  The Towns of Lewiston and Porter in Niagara County, NY
Project Description:  The property is approximately 10 miles north of the City of Niagara Falls.  The original site encompassed 7,500 acres, however only 2,500 acres were developed.  During World War II, the Army manufactured TNT for about nine months at a facility on the site, which included a power plant, hospital, fire department, water supply system, and waste treatment system.  

The TNT plant was decommissioned in 1943.  In 1945, 5,000 acres outside the production areas were declared excess and transferred to General Service Administration for disposal to private landowners.  The remaining acres were used for various Department of Defense (DoD) activities.  As DoD operations decreased, additional property was sold.  Environmental investigations have confirmed DoD related contamination at several areas.  Current owners of the site include the Lewiston-Porter Schools, local and federal governments, general residential areas, and private corporations.
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Appropriation Category:  Defense Environmental Restoration Program for Formerly Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS)
Total Estimated Cost:

Total project cost estimate:

$56,947,000

Funds allocated prior to FY2003:
$17,000,000

FY03 Funds:



$916,000

FY04 Funds:



$912,000

Remainder Required after FY04:
$38,119,000
Project Sponsor/Customer: Congress, stakeholders, and the general public.

Congressional Interests:
Representative Louise Slaughter D-NY-28

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Current Status:  The Corps has been working at the site in accordance with the phased process required in the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA).  The Corps is conducting a Baseline Risk Assessment as part of the Remedial Investigation, in Fall 2004.  A report summarizing a soils investigation of surface anomalies identified during a historical aerial photo review was completed and reviewed by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and Niagara County Department of Health, and is currently under review by the LOOW Restoration Advisory Board (RAB).  The RAB held a public information meeting in June 2004.  
Issues:  Additional funds, if available, can be used to initiate a Remedial Investigation of pipelines utilized during TNT production, and continue the removal of surface crystalline TNT.

Project Manager:  David Romano (716) 879-4119
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