[image: image2.png]



11 August 2004

FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Buffalo River, New York (Environmental Dredging) – Section 312 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, as amended.

Location:  The Buffalo River Area of Concern (AOC) is located in the City of Buffalo in western New York State and comprises the lower section of the Buffalo River.  
Project Description:  The Buffalo River and its sediments have been impaired by past municipal and industrial discharges and heavy industrial development along the riverbanks.  Chemical contamination of river sediments and physical disturbances to the river bottom and shoreline has all but eliminated fish and wildlife habitat along the river.  The Section 312 Authority allows the Corps of Engineers to investigate and possibly implement dredging or other remediation measures in the Federal navigation channel (Sec. 312(a)) and adjacent to the navigation channel (Sec. 312(b)) for preventative and environmental purposes.  Other Corps authorities may allow for environmental restoration opportunities (e.g. wetland creation) along the lower Buffalo River.  The Buffalo River Section 312 study will investigate opportunities and non-Federal interest for environmental dredging and restoration along the lower Buffalo River. 

Appropriation Category:  General Investigations 

Total Estimated Cost:  The current estimated cost for the feasibility study is $2.2 million, which is cost-shared 50 percent Federal and 50 percent non-Federal.
Project Sponsor/Customer: The Friends of the Buffalo and Niagara Rivers is the non-Federal sponsor for the Section 312 study.  Project stakeholders are numerous and include the city of Buffalo, Erie County, New York State, and the Buffalo River Remedial Action Committee.

Congressional Interests:

Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY
Issues:  None at this time. 

Project Manager:  Michael J. Greer (716) 879-4229.
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