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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Cayuga Creek, Niagara County, NY – Planning Assistance to States - Section 22 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1974, as amended
Location:  The Cayuga Creek watershed lies within the Niagara River drainage basin of western New York State in Niagara County.  Cayuga Creek drains an area of approximately 34 square-miles that includes six municipalities and the Tuscarora Indian Reservation.  

Project Description:  The Niagara County Department of Planning, Development and Tourism wants to spearhead a multi-year feasibility-level study of the watershed cooperatively with the Corps.  The study will produce a Comprehensive Drainage Basin Plan including the examination of: 1) lack of coordinated watershed planning and management; 2) drainage and infrastructure (maintenance and coordination); 3) woody debris and refuse accumulation; 4) flood protection; 5) bank stability, erosion and sedimentation; 6) water quality; 7) contaminated sediments; 8) loss of fish & wildlife habitat; 9) loss & degradation of riparian corridors; and 10) floodplain and riparian restoration and protection. 

Appropriation Category:  General Investigation

Total Estimated Cost:  The study is currently estimated to cost $210,000 Federal and $200,000 non-Federal.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Niagara County, New York
Congressional Interests:

Representative Louise M. Slaughter D-NY-28

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

Current Status: 

Feasibility:  The Section 22 Planning Assistance to the States study has not been initiated. The Buffalo District (Jan 2004) has obtained Section 22 Coordination funding to develop a study scope and cost-estimate with Niagara County. 

Design:  Not applicable at this time.

Construction:  Not applicable.  Section 22 does not allow the Corps of Engineers to spend any funds on construction.  

Issues:  None

Project Manager:  Philip E. Berkeley (716) 879-4145
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North facing view of fallen tree along unstable shoreline in the City of Niagara Falls at the Lindbergh Avenue bridge.  Unstable shoreline causes loss of valuable trees and riparian habitats and dead fall such as this can cause obstructions to flow (February 2002).
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