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February 2004

FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Maumee River Watershed, OH – Section 516(e) of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996, as amended (Sediment Transport Modeling) 

Location:  The Maumee River basin drains 4.23 million acres from the states of Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana.  The river enters Lake Erie at Toledo Harbor in Lucas County, OH.

Project Description:  The ultimate goal of the Section 516(e) program is to support state and local measures that will reduce the sediment and pollutant loadings to navigation channels and Area of Concerns (AOCs), and thereby reduce costs for navigation maintenance and promote the restoration of beneficial uses.  The Maumee River is the largest tributary source of suspended sediment to Lake Erie.  Because the Maumee Basin is so large, the Corps is currently only modeling the Auglaize River sub-basin of the Maumee River watershed.  The Agricultural Non-Point Source Pollution model (AGNPS) is being applied to the sub-basin.  The model will quantify the soil erosion process within the sub-basin and predict the effect of applying best management practices on reducing soil erosion and sediment transport throughout the sub-basin stream system and the Maumee River to Toledo Harbor.  The Auglaize sub-basin was selected as a pilot because it is one of the largest sources of sediment in the Maumee basin.  
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Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $480,000. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services, U.S. Geological Survey, USDA Agricultural Research Service, University of Toledo, and Heidelberg College are the primary stakeholders and customers for this study.  Additional customers are the citizens residing in the watershed and Congress.

Congressional Interests:
Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9

Representative Paul E. Gillmor R-OH-5

Representative Michael G Oxley R-OH-4

Senator Mike DeWine R-OH

Senator George Voinovich R-OH
Current Status:
$435,000 has been expended to date.  The AGNPS model and final report are scheduled to be delivered May 2004. 

Issues:  None

Project Manager:  Anthony M. Friona
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