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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Mill and Cascade Creek watersheds in the Presque Isle Bay Area, Pennsylvania – Section 516 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996, as amended (Sediment Transport Modeling).

Location:  Mill and Cascade Creeks are the primary tributaries to the Presque Isle Bay AOC in Erie Pennsylvania and drain about 18 square miles of primarily urban/industrial land into the bay

Project Description:  The ultimate goal of the Sediment Transport Modeling program is to support state and local measures that will reduce the loading of sediments and pollutants to navigation channels and AOCs, and thereby reduce costs for navigation maintenance and promote the restoration of beneficial uses.  The Mill and Cascade Creek basins are historically impacted by pollutants from power plants and steel coking industries in addition to their more current environmental impacts related to heavily urbanized watersheds.  The modeling efforts in the basin are designed to explore best management practices that will help minimize these impacts.  The models that are being implemented include the Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) model designed to understand watershed-scale sediment contributions and water quality issues of the sub-watersheds of the AOC and the Better Assessment Science Integrating point and Non-point Sources (BASINS) Geographic Information System (GIS) that provides the stakeholders with the ability to look critically at land uses in the basins and estimate the effects of best management practices related to land use. 

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $100,000. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and Gannon University have volunteered to sponsor the models. Peripheral users will include all agencies or entities with valid applications.
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Congressional Interests:
Representative Philip English R-PA-3

Senator Arlen Specter R-PA

Senator Rick Santorum R-PA
Current Status:
These efforts are currently in the modeling phase.  The study is currently scheduled to conclude in October 2004. 

Issues:  None

Project Manager:  Anthony M. Friona
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