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FACT SHEET
Title/Name: Town of Amherst, NY Soil and Structural Stability Study – Planning Assistance to States - Section 22 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1974, as amended
Location:  Amherst, NY is a major northeastern suburb of Buffalo. 

Project Description:  A large number of homes (reportedly upwards of 500) in the town of Amherst are experiencing settling, foundation cracking, and upper floor damage apparently due to the dewatering and drying of underlying clays in the area.  The town, on February 4, 2003, requested the Corps to consider conducting a Section 22 study to determine the causes and potential solutions to the problem.  An agreement to conduct the investigation of the problem was executed between the Buffalo District and the town of Amherst on May 2, 2003.  The study commenced with a meeting between the Corps and the town on May 20, 2003 and a report of findings will be completed in December 2004.

Appropriation Category:  General Investigations 

Total Estimated Cost:  $500,000, cost-shared 50% Federal and 50% non-Federal with 50% of the non-Federal share to be work-in-kind efforts.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The study sponsor is the Town of Amherst.  Other interested customers would include Erie County and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  Political customers include Congressman Reynolds; and Senators Schumer and Clinton who jointly signed a letter supporting the Section 22 study on February 4, 2003.

Congressional Interests:

Representative Thomas M. Reynolds R-NY-26

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

Current Status: 

a. Feasibility:  The Section 22 Planning Assistance to the States has been initiated. The Buffalo District is currently working with the Town of Amherst to gather existing data on land use, building construction, and soils.

b. Design:  Not applicable at this time.

c. Construction:  Not applicable.  Section 22 does not allow the Corps of Engineers to spend any funds on construction.  

Issues: None.

Project Manager:  Philip E. Berkeley (716) 879-4145

For more information see: www.amherst.ny.us









