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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Genesee River watershed including the Rochester Embayment Area of Concern (AOC), NY – Section 516 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996, as amended (Sediment Transport Model)

Location:  The Genesee River basin drains about 2,500 square miles in nine counties of Western New York State, and one county in Pennsylvania. The river enters Lake Ontario at Rochester Embayment AOC in Monroe County, NY.

Project Description: The ultimate goal of the Sediment Transport Modeling program is to support state and local measures that will reduce the loadings of sediments and pollutants to navigation channels and AOCs, and thereby reduce costs for navigation maintenance and promote the restoration of beneficial uses. The erosion and sedimentation history of the Genesee River downstream from Mount Morris Dam has raised concerns regarding non-point source pollution, rapid meander migration through prime farmland, and dredging activities in the navigation channel. The modeling efforts in the basin are designed to explore best management practices that will help minimize these impacts. The models will include the Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) model to understand watershed-scale sediment contributions to the river and the Conservational Channel Evolution and Pollutant Transport System (CONCEPTS) model to understand stream-bank stability problems in the Lower Genesee River, downstream from Mount Morris Dam. 

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $315,000. 

Project Sponsor/Customer: The Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Commission has volunteered to be the custodian of the models. Peripheral users will include all agencies or entities with valid applications.
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Congressional Interests:
Representative Louise M. Slaughter D-NY-28

Representative Thomas M. Reynolds R-NY-26

Representative Amory Houghton R-NY-29

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY
Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:

These efforts are currently in the modeling phase. The study is currently scheduled to conclude in October 2005. 

Issues: None

Project Manager: Anthony M. Friona
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