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FACT SHEET
Title/Name: Onondaga Lake Habitat & Trail Section 3C Project, Onondaga Lake, New York – Section 573, Water Resources Development Act of 1999 (PL 106-53) CWIS: 075512 (CG) 

Location:  The project area is located along Onondaga Lake, in Onondaga County, and includes the Cities of Liverpool and Syracuse. 

Project Description: The Onondaga Lake Trail & Habitat project will provide a means to introduce and establish several habitat modules along the southeastern lakeshore while constructing the next segment, #3C, of the lake perimeter trail as a continuation of the existing on-land paved recreational path.  The southern terminus of the #3C segment will cross Onondaga Creek to allow for another segment continuation to be built later to the west.

Appropriation Category:  Construction General
Total Estimated Cost:  The total project cost is currently being revised to reflect recent activities.  Due to the estimated cost of actual construction based upon conceptual development of possible alternatives, it is necessary to re-scope the project design contract.  As a result, the fees for architect-engineer contract services, USACE project management, technical support, and administration, will be determined with consideration of the estimated cost to construct of approximately $20 million.  These costs will be cost-shared at 70% Federal and 30% Non-Federal funds.

Project Sponsor/Customer: Onondaga County presently serves as the non-federal sponsor for all of the USACE cost-shared projects and grants.  Customers include the Onondaga Lake Partnership members and other government, educational, non-profit agencies, local communities and tribal nations. 

Congressional Interests:
Representative James T. Walsh R-NY-25

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  

a. Feasibility:  The project’s feasibility has been determined via the processes of geotechnical investigations, preliminary alternatives development, cost and value engineering.  The project will be placed on “hold” status until funding can be secured to proceed into final alternative development and design.

b. Design: The Buffalo District will contract to complete the Environmental Assessment necessary to begin preliminary design development 

c. Construction:  Dependent upon completion of the environmental documentation process, funding availability, and design development, construction dates are unavailable at this time. 

Issues:  
-Environmental remediation of contaminated soils and sediments must also be considered in the feasibility analysis, as well as seasonal, disabled persons, emergency and recreational access.

-Onondaga Nation representatives have expressed written opposition to the concept of placing any structure within the lake as they feel it would degrade traditional sacred lands.

-Obtaining a permit to construct will depend on New York State Department of Environmental Conservation assessments and acceptance of the project.

Project Manager:  Daniel N. Green, R.A.  (716) 879-4323
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