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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Lehn Springs, Ellicott Creek, Williamsville, NY – Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended.  

Location:  The project area is located along Ellicott Creek, NY, in the Village of Williamsville.  The specific geographic area lies between Main Street in the Village of Williamsville and the Cheektowaga town line, upstream to where Ellicott Creek passes under the New York State Thruway.  This area is referred to as the Lehn Springs area of Williamsville.

Project Description:  The feasibility study was initiated in January 2000.  The Lehn Springs area homeowners expressed concern regarding flooding hazards in their immediate area.  In addition, the Village of Williamsville is concerned with a dam near Island Park, believed to contribute to the flooding problems in the area.  In 1988, a Section 205 reconnaissance study concluded that an economically justified project could be developed for the Lehn Springs area.  However, no further study was conducted due to lack of non-Federal financial sponsorship.   

Appropriation Category:  Construction General - Continuing Authorities Program

Total Estimated Cost:  Total feasibility project costs will be approximately $100,000.  

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Village of Williamsville has agreed to act as the non-Federal sponsor for the Section 205 Project.  The Village and Town of Williamsville, NY and Erie County, NY are the primary customers for this project.  

Congressional Interests:
Representative Thomas M. Reynolds R-NY-26

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:
a. Feasibility:  The feasibility study will determine if non-structural measures exist under the Section 205 authority to alleviate flooding in the Lehn Springs area.  In addition, a plan of improvement will be developed for the Lehn Springs area, as well as solutions to address the local flooding problems.  An Initial Appraisal Report will be prepared in Spring 2003, and presented to the local sponsor for review and discussion.

b. Design:  Assuming the feasibility study develops an acceptable non-structural flood control plan, Plans and Specifications (design) phase will to commence immediately following the feasibility phase, and should be completed within the year.

c. Construction:  Construction of any project recommended as a result of the feasibility study has not been scheduled.

Issues:  There have been many delays on this project.  There is concern that the local sponsor will not be able to provide cost-share funds if the project goes beyond the initial $100,000 study. 

Project Manager:  Sophie Fitek Baj (716) 879-4271.

