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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Dunkirk Harbor, NY

Location:  Dunkirk Harbor is located on the southern shore of Lake Erie, 40 miles southwest of Buffalo, NY, and 50 miles northeast of Erie, PA., in Chautauqua County, NY.

Project Description:
· Dunkirk Harbor is a deep-draft commercial and recreational harbor.  Construction of the harbor (with subsequent modifications) was authorized by various legislative acts between 1827 and 1965.   Project features include four channels.  The Outer, Inner, Access, and Dock Front channels total approximately 7,000 feet in length.  Harbor structures include the West Pier and Outer Breakwater that protect the harbor from the lake, and the East and West Breakwaters situated adjacent to the Municipal Pier.  The authorized Federal channel depth ranges between 17-feet in the Outer Channel and 6-feet in the Dock Front Channel.

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Congressional Interests:   

Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Active USACE Harbor Activities:

· Dredging Program:  The USACE contracts dredging projects at the harbor approximately every year.  The program routinely removes 10,000 to 15,000 cubic yards of sediment per year.  The dredged material is disposed in the open lake disposal area located one-mile due north of U.S. West Pier-head Light Area. A routine maintenance dredging contract will likely not be awarded in FY04, though other alternatives for maintaining the navigation channel are being evaluated.

· Project Condition Surveys:  USACE survey boats routinely document water depths and shoaling within the Federal channel.  The harbor survey documentation is made available for use by local industries and the general public.  Project condition surveys are scheduled in FY04.

· Breakwater (Pier) Maintenance:  The USACE maintains the breakwater (pier) system through both contract and in-house labor.  Contractors are generally used to construct sheet pile, concrete, or rubble-mound structures.  Laid-up stone breakwater walls are rebuilt by USACE vessels and labor.  Breakwater maintenance is not scheduled in FY04.










