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Title/Name:  The Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP) was initiated 1974.  Its purpose was to identify, investigate and cleanup or control sites throughout the United States that were part of the Nation’s early atomic weapons and energy programs performed by the Manhattan Engineer District or the Atomic Energy Commission, respectively.  FUSRAP was initially assigned to the Department of Energy (DOE) and transferred to the Corps of Engineers in October 1997.  The Corps’ execution of FUSRAP follows the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA).

Locations:  In October 1997, eight FUSRAP sites were assigned to Buffalo District (LRB) in various stages of investigation and remediation.  The sites assigned were:  Ashland 1, Ashland 2, Seaway, and Linde sites in the Town of Tonawanda, NY; the Bliss and Laughlin site in Buffalo, NY; the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) in Lewiston, NY: the Painesville site in Painesville, OH; and the Luckey site in Luckey, OH.  The Harshaw Chemical site in Cleveland, OH was added to LRB’s Program in March 2001.  LRB is also looking at four sites in the Dayton, OH area (Dayton Units 1, 3 and 4 and Warehouse); the Scioto Laboratory Complex site in Marion, OH; and the Guterl Steel site in Lockport, NY for possible inclusion into FUSRAP.

Project Description:  FUSRAP sites were used in various ways during the 1940's through 1960's to produce materials for the Nation’s early atomic weapons and energy programs.  Most sites were cleaned up to the standards that existed at the time after operations ceased.  However, as we have learned more about the effects of radioactivity, standards have become more stringent warranting a second look at some sites.  The sites are generally contaminated by low-level radioactive waste residues which do not pose an immediate risk to human health or the environment under current land uses.  The primary contaminants are uranium, thorium, and radium and other process-related contaminants.  The Luckey site is unique in that it is also contaminated with beryllium.  The NFSS is unique in that it is a Federally-owned facility which has a managed on-site storage cell containing low-level, high-activity radioactive materials.

Appropriation Category:  Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP).

Total Estimated Cost:  The total cost of the Program will not be fully determined until sites’ investigations are completed and Records of Decision (RODs) for each site are executed.  The total cost of LRB’s Program is in the range of $500-800 million.  Through 30 September 2002, about $243 million Federal dollars ($53 million by DOE and $190 million by the Corps) have been spent on LRB sites.  Since given this Program by Congress in October 1997, the Corps has typically been funded nationally at about a $140 million per year level.  The Program is expected to run through about 2012 dependent on the costs of sites’ cleanups, the identification and designation of additional sites and annual appropriations.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The customers of this Program are the people living and working at/near this sites; property owners/operators; local, state and Federal regulatory agencies; community groups; and Congress.  Both Congressional Representatives and Senators have interest in FUSRAP projects.

Current Status:  To date two (Bliss and Laughlin and Ashland 2) of the originally-assigned LRB FUSRAP sites have been completed.  Harshaw Chemical in Cleveland, OH has been added so that there are currently seven projects in LRB’s Program.  Two of these sites are in active remediation – Ashland 1 and Linde Soils - and the remainder are in the investigations and decision-making phase.  In addition, there are six additional “eligible” sites that are being investigated for possible inclusion in the Program.  These “eligible” sites are: the Dayton Units 1, 3 and 4 and Warehouse in the Dayton, OH area; the Scioto Laboratory Complex site in Marion, OH; and the Guterl Steel site in Lockport, NY.

The LRB approach to accomplishing investigations and, if necessary, remediation, at FUSRAP sites involves a “virtual team” made up of project managers, project engineers, scientists, risk assessors, health physicists, construction representatives, legal counsel, contracting specialists, real estate specialists, public affairs specialists, and administrative staff from eight Corps districts, the Lakes and Rivers Division, Corps Headquarters and the Center of Expertise.  These folks participate with and oversee the execution of work by Architect-Engineer (A/E) firms, and remediation contractors.  Also participating in the investigation, decision-making and cleanup process are local, State and other Federal (DOE, NRC and USEPA) regulatory agencies.  The site owners, on-site workers, neighbors, community groups and individual citizens are also brought into the process at key decision-making points to help guide the conduct of this Program.

Issues:  As issues arise in this Program they are worked on through channels to arrive at solutions that will allow this Program to move forward.

Program Managers:  LRB: James Karsten (716) 879-4245, LRD: Thomas Hempfling (312) 353-6351

