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FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Great Sodus Bay Harbor, NY

Location:  Great Sodus Bay Harbor is located on the southern shore of Lake Ontario, 30 miles east of Rochester, NY, and 29 miles west of Oswego, NY, in Wayne County, NY.

Project Description: 


· Great Sodus Bay Harbor is a deep-draft harbor currently utilized for recreational purposes.  Construction of the harbor (with subsequent modifications) was authorized by various legislative acts between 1829 and 1962.  Project features include an entrance channel that is approximately 5,000-feet in length, and extends from Lake Ontario into Sodus Bay.  Two piers delineate the entrance to the bay.  The west pier is 1,575 feet long and the east pier is 3,000 feet long.  Two lights are located at the harbor.  The Outer Light is situated lake-ward of the West Pier. The second light is located on the end of the East Pier. The authorized project depths range from 20 to 22 feet below Low Water Datum. The current maintenance depth is 10 feet below Low Water Datum. This depth is based on recreational needs only. There currently is no commercial activity at this harbor requiring greater project depths, and none is anticipated in the foreseeable future.

Appropriation Category:  Operation and Maintenance

Congressional Interests:
Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Representative James Walsh R-NY-25

Active USACE Harbor Activities:

· Dredging Program:  The USACE contracts dredging projects at the harbor on an infrequent basis.  Approximately 40,000 cubic yards will be dredged this fiscal year.  Funding for this work was provided by Congressional-add.  The harbor was last dredged in 1975.  The dredged material is disposed of in a permitted open-lake disposal area.  Approximately 30,000 cubic yards of dredging is scheduled for FY04.

· Project Condition Surveys:  USACE survey boats routinely document water depths and shoaling within the Federal channel.  The harbor survey documentation is made available for use by local industries and the general public. Project condition surveys are currently being performed as part of the dredging project.

· Breakwater (Pier) Maintenance:  The USACE maintains the breakwater (pier) system through both contract and in-house labor.  Contractors are generally used to construct sheet pile, concrete, or rubble-mound structures.  Laid-up stone breakwater walls are rebuilt by USACE labor and floating plant.  Breakwater maintenance is not scheduled in FY04.










