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FACT SHEET
Title/Name: International Lake Ontario – St. Lawrence River Regulation Study

Location:  The study area covers from Lake Ontario through the St. Lawrence River including Montreal, Quebec.

Project Description:  In 1999, the International Joint Commission proposed a five-year study to re-examine the regulation of Lake Ontario.  This new study consists of reviewing all the affected interests on Lake Ontario as well as the areas downstream of the Moses-Saunders power dam on the St. Lawrence River including Montreal, Quebec.  Various technical working groups were formed to evaluate different activities such as recreational boating, power, coastal effects, hydropower, environment and commercial navigation.  The Buffalo District’s involvement is to provide technical expertise and leadership in commercial navigation, recreational boating, coastal design and regulation modeling as well as administrative and logistical support.

Appropriation Category:  Interagency and International Services Program
Total Estimated Cost:  The total project cost is approximately $20 million for five-years to be shared equally between the U.S. and Canada.  Buffalo District’s budget share is approximately $225,000 annually.  We are currently in the third year of the study.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  International Joint Commission (customer)

Congressional Interests:  All congressional interests bordering on the lower Niagara River, Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River.

Representative John McHugh – R-NY-23

Representative James Walsh – R-NY-25

Representative Louise Slaughter – D-NY-28

Current Status:  The USACE Institute for Water Resources is developing a plan formulation evaluation model using the computer software STELLA.  Buffalo District economists are involved in this effort.  Three draft Regulation Plans will be developed in March 2004.

Issues:  None

International Joint Commission General Manager (located at the Buffalo Corps District):  Tony Eberhardt (716) 879-4257

