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Title/Name:  Lower Great Lakes Visitor Center, Buffalo, New York

Location:  Black Rock Lock/Canal, Buffalo, New York

Project Description:  The Buffalo District has investigated the feasibility of a Lower Great Lakes Visitor Center located within an existing U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) building east and adjacent to the Black Rock Lock/Canal on the Niagara River, between the Black Rock section of the city of Buffalo, New York and Squaw Island.  The Interpretive Prospectus or "feasibility study" for the visitor center recommends the following theme:  "The USACE has played a vital role in the social and economic growth and development of the Buffalo area and the Lower Great Lakes Region."  Another proposal includes the development of a USACE visitor center west and adjacent to the lock on Squaw Island.  The general concept is to construct a visitor center in partnership with local and State interests that would complement the large-scale recreation development of Squaw Island Park.

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The estimated cost for constructing the Visitor Center in Building No. 2 on the District Reservation is $440,000 - $765,000.  The cost for a facility on Squaw Island is undetermined.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  No project sponsor has been identified.  Stakeholders include Medaille College, Miss Buffalo/Niagara Clipper Cruise Boats, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society and Museum, and Buffalo Military and Naval Park.  Customers include residents and visitors of the Western New York Region.

Congressional Interests:

Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:
a. Interpretive Prospectus/Feasibility:  A final Interpretive Prospectus for a "Type B - Project" visitor center on the east side of the lock was completed in August 2002.  A Prospectus for a visitor center on the west side of the lock has not been initiated.

b. Authorizations:  Development of the Type B visitor center would require specific authorizing legislation, Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) or cost-sharing agreements.  The construction of a visitor center on the west side of the lock on Squaw Island would require acquisition of additional Federal real estate.  Such a facility would qualify as a "Type A - Regional" visitor center, and would require specific legislative authorization.  USACE regulations restrict visitor centers to fee lands, and do not authorize the acquisition of additional land to accommodate visitor centers.

Issues:  Authorization to acquire real estate for construction of a Type A, Regional visitor center.

Project Manager:  Scott W. Pickard (716) 879-4404
