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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Tonawanda Creek Watershed Flood Control and Environmental Restoration, NY

Location:  The 648 square mile Tonawanda Creek Watershed is located in western New York State and includes substantial portions of Erie, Genesee, Niagara and Wyoming Counties.  In the upper watershed, Tonawanda Creek flows through deep valleys with steep slopes.  From Attica, New York downstream, the creek passes through flat bottomland, with limited channel capacity.  The channel is often insufficient, the creek flow is sluggish, and floods occur frequently during periods of high flow through this middle reach.  Below Batavia, NY the creek forms a portion of the New York State Barge Canal continuing to the Niagara River at Tonawanda, NY.  Minor but frequent flooding and streambank erosion are problems in the lower watershed.

Project Description:  The House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Resolution 2706, dated September 25, 2002, authorized a study of flood control and environmental restoration for the Tonawanda Creek Watershed.  Funds were appropriated in Federal Fiscal Year 2004 to conduct a 905(b) Reconnaissance Study of the watershed.  The reconnaissance study would make preliminary determinations of: Federal interest in project(s) for flood damage reduction and environmental restoration in the watershed; determine a non-Federal sponsor: and, determine the costs of a Feasibility study for the watershed.

Appropriation Category:  General Investigations 

Total Estimated Cost:  $65,000 for the Reconnaissance Study.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  A project sponsor has not been determined, however, by New York State law the NYSDEC is the official non-Federal sponsor for all Federal flood control projects in New York State.   Congressman Reynolds is the primary customer for the study at this time having sponsored the authorizing resolution and funding.

Congressional Interests:

Representative Thomas M. Reynolds R-NY-26

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

Current Status: 

a. Reconnaissance: The 905(b) Reconnaissance Study will be was initiated in March 2004.

b. Feasibility:  Not applicable at this time.

c. Design:  Not applicable at this time.

d. Construction:  Not applicable at this time.

Issues: Funds in the amount of $40,000 were transferred from the Tonawanda Creek study to other Great Lakes and Ohio River Division high priority projects in June 2004.  Presumably those funds will be restored at some future date (in FY 2005?) and the Reconnaissance Study will be completed at that time. 

Project Manager:  Philip E. Berkeley (716) 879-4145










