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Title/Name:  Lake Erie at Old Lakeshore Road, Hamburg, NY – Section 103 of the 1962 River and Harbor Act, as amended

Location:  The project site is located along the southeastern shore of Lake Erie within the town of Hamburg, Erie County, NY.  The town of Hamburg is located in central western Erie County, approximately ten miles south of the city of Buffalo.  The project site is approximately 3,300 feet in length along the Lake Erie shoreline, encompassing Old Lakeshore Road just west of its northern junction with New York State Route 5.  This segment of roadway is part of the New York State Seaway Trail system.
Project Description:  The problem is shoreline erosion and bluff failure.  The erosion is caused by several contributing factors that include wave attack at the base of the vertical bluff, topsoil erosion from rain and runoff, groundwater drainage through the face of the bluff, and weathering.  

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project cost for a structural alternative is estimated to be $10,000,000.  Cost sharing for Section 103 is 65 percent Federal and 35 percent non-Federal.  However, the Federal limitation is $3,000,000.  Other alternatives will be considered in the feasibility study.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Erie County Department of Public Works has expressed an interest in this study.  A meeting was held 29 July 2003 with Erie County and the stakeholder, town of Hamburg, to discuss the scope of work for a feasibility study.  

Congressional Interests:

Congressman Jack Quinn, R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary R. Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  An initial evaluation was completed and several alternatives were considered in the early analysis:  rubblemound revetment; rubblemound revetment with concrete wall; road closure; single lane road; and short-term repairs.   A Project Management Plan and accompanying Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement will be developed and coordinated with Erie County and the town of Hamburg in February 2004. 

Issues:  The non-Federal sponsor would be responsible for any costs above the $3 million authorized Federal project limit.

Project Manager:  Byron R. Rupp (716) 879-4431

