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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Sheldon’s Marsh Nature Preserve, Huron, OH – Section 227, National Shoreline Erosion Control Development and Demonstration Program

Location:  Sheldon’s Marsh Nature Preserve is located in Erie County, OH approximately 3.1 miles west of the Huron Harbor navigation structure. The study area is located along the eroding portion of the barrier beach, which protects the preserve. 

Project Description: The existing Federal navigation structures at Huron, OH have restricted the littoral movement of sand to the Sheldon’s Marsh Nature Preserve, a coastal wetland along Lake Erie.  The Section 227 study will evaluate experimental and non-traditional alternatives that will provide protection to the barrier beach.  After modeling various measures, the alternative which meets the intent of the Section 227 program is supported by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, the non-Federal sponsor, is a series of segmented submerged breakwaters, a terminal groin at the western end of the marsh, and a dune ladder system.  Sheldon’s Marsh is one of three remaining natural coastal wetlands in Ohio and several state and Federal endangered species are located in the study area.  The state endangered species at Sheldon’s Marsh include the tiger beetle, small-flowered evening primrose, and Engelman’s spike-rush.  The piping plover, a Federal endangered species, historically used Sheldon’s Marsh as a resting and nesting area.  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has identified Sheldon’s Marsh as a potential site for the piping plover recovery program.

Appropriation Category:  Construction General 

Total Estimated Cost: Study costs have been estimated to be approximately $300,000. Implementation costs of a demonstration project will be approximately $1.2 million.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) is our primary customer. 

Congressional Interests:

Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9

Senator Mike DeWine R-OH

Senator George Voinovich R-OH 
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Current Status: Modeling has been completed and the finalized plan is currently being coordinated with ODNR.  It is anticipated that a late summer 2005 construction start will occur.  The alternative implemented and monitored under the Section 227 Coastal Demonstration Program will provide direct impacts to the Section 1135 Feasibility Study, once this study resumes.

Issues:  None.

Project Manager:  Laura V. Ortiz (716) 879-4407
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