
[image: image1.jpg]US Army Cor
of Engin):eers,!)s

Buffalo District








1 September 2004

PROJECT FACT SHEET

Title/Name: Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan  & Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, Onondaga Lake, New York. 

Project Manager:  Scott J. Livingstone, USACE, Buffalo District (716) 879-4423.

Technical Lead:  Dr. Barbara A. Kleiss, USACE, Engineering Research & Development Center, Vicksburg, MS (601) 634-4674.

Authorization: Section 573, Water Resources Development Act of 1999 (PL 106-53). 

Location: The project area encompasses the entire 285( square mile Onondaga Lake watershed located central New York State. 

Project Description:  Integrated, collaborative watershed-scale planning is necessary to effectively and efficiently achieve sustainable Onondaga Lake and watershed resources revitalization and management.  Watershed management includes the planning, development, use, monitoring, regulation and preservation of the water and land resources.  Watershed management plans integrate restoration goals and management efforts into a strategy to achieve a desirable balance among multiple, and often competing, watershed goals and objectives.  A watershed management plan is a tool that recommends future actions to be undertaken by various partners and stakeholders in order to meet the resource needs and achieve goals and objectives.  

In FY2003 Congress appropriated additional Federal funds for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to initiate an OLP multi-purpose/multi-objective evaluation of the Onondaga Lake watershed to assess OLP program progress and unify existing and proposed lake and watershed revitalization programs and projects into a comprehensive Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan.

Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan Project proposal:
· An Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan and Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement will be developed through this project. 

· The Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan project will be conducted at full Federal expense.

· The scope of the Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan project includes Onondaga Lake and its entire 285( square mile watershed.  

· This project will be undertaken by the Buffalo District in collaboration with the OLP and include the active participation of all interested groups and use of the full spectrum of technical disciplines in planning and decision-making.  

· The Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan will incorporate the existing Onondaga Lake Management Plan and Amended Consent Judgment and recommend the integration of existing and proposed local, state, and Federal programs into a renewed management plan with a framework of implementation strategies to unify existing restoration efforts and guide future efforts towards balanced and sustainable restoration of the physical, chemical and biological integrity of the Onondaga Lake watershed system. 

· The Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) will, among other provisions, characterize existing conditions, identify and assess potential direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of any recommended projects to be implemented within the watershed area, serve as a tool to measure progress, and function as the final NEPA decision document for the Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan.   

Total Estimated Cost:  The total estimated project cost for completion of the Onondaga Lake Watershed Management Plan and PEIS is approximately $2.0 million dollars. 

Project Timeline:  This is a general timeline representing the preliminary durations in Federal fiscal years for major project phases.  A detailed schedule and logic diagram will be prepared as part of the initiation and detailed planning phases of the project.

Project Initiation:

April 2003 - December 2003 

Project Detailed Planning:
January 2004 - September 2004

Project Execution:

October 2004 – June 2008

Project Close-out:

August 2008
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