GREAT LAKES SEA LAMPREY CONTROL PROJECTS FACT SHEET

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 

Authority:  Section 1135 of the Water Resource Development Act (WRDA) of 1986 authorized the Corps to construct various projects for improvements to rivers and harbors of the United States to provide for conservation and development of water and related resources.  Sub-section 506 of this act, as amended in 1999, allows the use of this authority for sea lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) control efforts at any Great Lakes Basin location because the Great Lakes navigation system has been instrumental in the spread of sea lampreys and the associated impacts on its fishery.  Sea lampreys are parasitic fish that feed on large Great Lakes fish such as lake trout, salmon, rainbow trout (steelhead), whitefish, chubs, burbot, walleye, catfish, and sturgeon.  Control of these predators is essential to support Great Lakes species restoration efforts and maintain the fishery. 

Funding Authorized:  The maximum individual project cost is limited to $6,600,000 with a Federal limit of $5,000,000.

Cost Sharing:  75% Federal and 25% non-Federal.  

Sea Lamprey Producing Tributaries in the Buffalo District:  About 175 Great Lakes tributaries are treated at regular intervals with the lampricide 3-trifluoromethyl-4-nitrophenol (TFM) to kill larval sea lampreys.  There are currently thirty-eight tributaries of Lake Ontario and ten tributaries of Lake Erie within the geographic boundaries of the Buffalo District that produce sea lampreys.  Twenty-seven of these tributaries are treated with TFM every 3-7 years. 
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How to use this Program:  A non-Federal sponsor submits a request for assistance under this authority with a non-binding letter of intent to share in the project costs.  The Corps then requests $10,000 to prepare a Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRP), which is 100% Federally funded.  Once a PRP is approved, the project proceeds to the feasibility phase and then plans and specifications.  For projects with a Federal cost estimated to be less than $1,000,000, there is no Feasibility Phase and the PRP is prepared with sufficient detail to proceed directly to plans and specifications.  A Project Cost Sharing Agreement (PCA) must be prepared by the Corps and negotiated with and agreed to by the non-Federal sponsor prior to the completion of the plans and specifications.  The non-Federal sponsor is responsible for 100 percent of the costs of operation, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, and replacement associated with the project.   The non-Federal sponsor will be credited for the necessary Lands, Easements, Rights-of-Way, Relocations, and Disposal Areas (LERRD).

Status: The Buffalo District is currently studying proposals for sea lamprey control projects in two Lake Erie tributaries. 
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TRIBUTARIES TREATED FOR SEA LAMPREYS


IN THE BUFFALO DISTRICT


						


Lake Ontario (NY):		Lake Erie (NY):


South Sandy Creek		Deleware Creek


Skinner Creek			Cattaraugus Creek


Lindsey Creek			Halfway Brook


Little Sandy Creek		Canadaway Creek


Deer Creek			


Salmon River			Lake Erie (PA):


Grindstone Creek		Racoon Creek


Snake Creek			


Little Salmon River		Lake Erie (OH):


Catfish Creek			Conneaut Creek


Big Bay Creek			Grand River


Fish Creek 


Carpenter Brook


Cold Spring Brook (Seneca River)


Ninemile Creek


Sterling Creek


Red Creek


Sodus Creek


First Creek


Salmon Creek





Great Lakes Fishery Commission – for locations of streams see the interactive map at http://www.glfc.org/sealamp/where.asp 

















Sea Lampreys on Lake Trout – Great Lakes Fishery Commission











Sea Lamprey Mouth, Close Up – Great Lakes Fishery Commission











