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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  South Park Lake Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Project – Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended 

Location:  The South Park Lake Project site lies within South Park at the southernmost sector of the city of Buffalo, Erie County, NY.  The site is a 155-acre, multi-use public park that is part of the city of Buffalo Olmstead Parks system, located within the Cazenovia Creek/Buffalo Creek watershed. 

Project Description:  The preliminary planning for this study recommended dredging and habitat restoration of the 24+ acre South Park Lake and shoreline, the inlet drainage swale, depressional wetlands, and immediate near-shore areas.  As part of the project we will evaluate and identify possible beneficial uses of the estimated 100,000 cubic yards of organic material that may be dredged from the Lake.  The project would restore South Park Lake to a self-regulating ecological system with enhanced water quality for fish and waterfowl inhabitants, elimination of invasive plant species, and restore the physical and biological characteristics of the lake shoreline including vegetation rehabilitation for beneficial public use.  

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  Feasibility studies are initially 100% Federally funded.  The Feasibility Study cost for this project is $310,000.  Cost sharing will be pursued at 65% Federal, 35% non-Federal basis. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) has agreed to serve as the non-Federal sponsor for the Section 206 Project.  The city of Buffalo, Erie County, NY and the Buffalo Olmstead Parks Conservancy (BOPC) are the primary customers for this project.

Congressional Interests:
Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  A contract for the Feasibility Study was awarded to Black and Veatch Special Projects Corporation in September 2003.  Black and Veatch was scheduled to begin field investigations in April 2004, however the study is being halted due to availability of funds.  The Feasibility Study was originally scheduled for completion in April 2005.  

Issues:  There are no new project starts in the Continuing Authorities Program Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, or Section 1135, Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment, because total requested Initial Work Allowances exceed the authorized annual program limits nationally.  In addition, many studies were halted or had funding cut.  Specifically, the annual program limit for each category is $25 million.  Initial work allowances requested by the Districts were $51 million and $33 million in Section 206 and Section 1135 programs respectively.
Project Manager:  Geraldine Larson (716) 879-4331







