
[image: image1.png]US Army Cor
of Engin‘:aers®ps

Buffalo District




February 2004

FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Walnut Creek Access Area, Erie PA – Section 107 of the River and Harbor Act of 1960, as amended

Project Location:  The project area is located along the southern shore of Lake Erie, in Erie County, PA, approximately five miles west of Presque Isle Peninsula, PA. Walnut Creek discharges into the central basin of Lake Erie. 

Project Description: The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission developed the Walnut Creek access area in the late 1970s. The access area provides a 1.63-acre mooring basin that provides 72 slips for both commercial and private vessels, with a boat-launching ramp at the eastern end of the basin. The number and size of vessels using the harbor has grown significantly since the late 1970s.  A 600-foot long stone jetty on the western side of the channel and a rock bin wall on the eastern side afford minimal protection for vessels currently frequenting the site during Lake Erie storm events. Walnut Creek experiences sedimentation at the mouth due to predominant longshore transport of sediments from west to east, as well as sediments deposited due to creek outflow at the mouth. The deposition of sediments is compounded by shallow and/or exposed shale bedrock in the lake entrance area. There is virtually no protection against waves entering the creek from the north/northwest direction. Several fatalities have occurred when boats floundered attempting entrance under adverse conditions.  

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  The total project costs are estimated to be $1.7 million.  Cost sharing with a project sponsor, the PA Fish & Boat Commission, is required for all costs above $100,000.

Project Sponsor:  The Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission, developer and operator of the Site, requested the investigation and would serve as the likely non-Federal Sponsor. 

Congressional Interests:

Representative Phil S. English R-PA-3

Senator Arlen Specter R-PA

Senator Rick Santorum,  R-PA

Current Status:  A Section 107 Feasibility Investigation is underway and scheduled for completion in May 2004. Nine alternatives were identified in the formulation phase of the study and are being evaluated. The Environmental Scoping Fact Sheet was mailed in late August 2003, and comments were supportive of the improvements. Economic surveys of charter boat captains, recreational fishermen, and recreational boaters were conducted in 2003 and the results are being analyzed. The draft Feasibility Report will be submitted no later than March 2004 for Independent Technical Review. 

Issues: None

Project Manager:  Ronald J. Guido (716) 879-4177
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