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FACT SHEET
Title/Name: Buffalo River Fish Habitat Restoration, Buffalo, NY – Section 1135 of the 1986 Water Resources Development Act, as amended

Location:  The project is located along the Federal navigation channel of the Buffalo River in Buffalo, NY, within the boundaries of the city of Buffalo, Erie County, New York along the Federal Navigation channel.  The specific area where restoration will occur is at Smith Street, which is at river mile 3.25.

Project Description: The Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRP) for this project proposed the construction of a wetland shelf which would provide food and shelter for fish and wildlife species.  Restoration features entail bank stabilization through shoreline plantings and nearshore improvements such as placement of boulders and log deflectors.  This project complements upland work which was accomplished by Erie County. 

Appropriation Category: Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project cost is estimated to be $240,000, with the Federal costs anticipated to be $180,000 (75%) and the non-Federal share of $60,000 (25%).

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Erie County Department of Environment and Planning has agreed to be the non-Federal sponsor for this project. The primary customers for this project would be city of Buffalo residents who would have access to a restored pocket park along the Buffalo River. 

Congressional Interests:

Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY
Current Status:  The study is in the Planning, Design and Analysis (PDA) phase. 

Issues:  Implementation of this project may be more appropriate and have a higher habitat outputs if constructed after the removal of contaminated sediments associated with the Buffalo River Environmental Dredging.

There are no new project starts in the Continuing Authorities Program Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, or Section 1135, Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment, because total requested Initial Work Allowances exceed the authorized annual program limits nationally.  In addition, many studies were halted or had funding cut.  Specifically, the annual program limit for each category is $25 million.  Initial work allowances requested by the Districts were  $51 million and $33 million in Section 206 and Section 1135 programs respectively.
Project Manager: Laura V. Ortiz (716) 879-4407

