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FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Gull Point, Presque Isle Peninsula, Erie, PA – Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986

Location:  Presque Isle State Park is located on the southern shore of Lake Erie in the city of Erie, PA. Gull Point is located at the northeast end of the park. 

Project Description: The goal of the project is to minimize erosion within the project area and to promote continued growth of Gull Point at a rate that occurred prior to any human intervention.  This natural rate of accretion was determined to be 0.4 acres per year.  Since completion of the breakwaters, this growth rate, while positive, has averaged 0.23 acres per year.  In order to ensure this growth, a portion of the annual nourishment or sand obtained from other areas of the park has been placed at Gull Point.

The proposed project would promote growth of Gull Point.  The project would also prevent further endangerment or harm to the fragile ecosystem at Gull Point.  Gull Point represents one of the best examples of ecological succession and is home to several endangered species.
Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program).

Total Estimated Cost: As part of the current Preliminary Restoration Plan, a number of alternative solutions will be developed with their associated estimated costs.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR). 
Congressional Interests: 
Representative Phil English R-PA-3

Senator Rick Santorum R-PA

Senator Arlen Specter R-PA
Current Status: The Preliminary Restoration Plan has been initiated and was scheduled for completion in April of 2004, however the study may be halted due to availability of funds.  

Issues:  There are no new project starts in the Continuing Authorities Program Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, or Section 1135, Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment, because total requested Initial Work Allowances exceed the authorized annual program limits nationally.  In addition, many studies were halted or had funding cut.  Specifically, the annual program limit for each category is $25 million.  Initial work allowances requested by the Districts were $51 million and $33 million in Section 206 and Section 1135 programs respectively.
Project Manager:  Geraldine Larson (716) 879-4331







