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FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Cleveland Hopkins International Airport; Department of the Army Permit No. 98-494-0112(1).
Location:  Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, OH
Project Description: A permit was issued on May 18, 2001 for improvements to the Cleveland Hopkins International Airport.  The permit authorized the filling of 87.85 acres of Federally jurisdictional wetlands, 5,400 linear feet of Abram Creek, and 2,500 linear feet of unnamed tributaries to Abram Creek.  Mitigation for the unavoidable permanent loss of these aquatic resources includes restoration of 265 acres of wetlands, preservation of 40.9 acres of wetlands, enhancement of 12,400 linear feet of stream, and preservation of 12,377 linear feet of stream.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  City of Cleveland.

Authority:  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

Congressional Representatives:  

Representative Dennis Kucinich D-OH-10

Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones D-OH-11  

Senator George Voinovich R-OH

Senator Mike DeWine R-OH

Current Status:  The mitigation projects for the permanent loss of Federal wetlands and streams are underway.  Buffalo District staff have visited each mitigation site both pre and post construction.  Site visits were made of the preservation areas as well.  Assessments to ensure successful establishment of the mitigation sites are currently ongoing.  

The Doan Brook restoration project is currently being reviewed under the Section 106 Historic Preservation process to balance the project goals of environmental restoration with the preservation of the important cultural/historical resources of Rockefeller Park.  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is acting as the lead Federal agency for the Section 106 coordination process.  Currently a memorandum of agreement (MOA) is being drafted between the Federal Aviation Administration, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the Ohio Historic Preservation Office, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, and the City of Cleveland for the Doan Brook/Rockefeller Park Restoration Project.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, will be a signatory to the MOA.  The MOA is currently in the final draft stage and all consulting parties comments are being considered.

Issues:  The city of Olmsted Falls, OH, filed suit against the Buffalo District in the United States District Court, Northern District of Ohio, on 13 May 2003 over the issuance of the permit for this project.  The lawsuit involves water quality and airport operation issues.  The case is currently being handled by the Department of Justice.  

