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Title/Name:  Fuccillo Automotive Group; Department of the Army Permit No. 2001-00424(0)

Location:  The project site is located along Alvin Drive in the Town of Grand Island, Erie County, NY

Project Description: Fuccillo is proposing two separate projects.  The first project involves modification of Department of the Army Permit No. 2001-00424(0) authorizing 1.75 acres of wetland impacts to construct two dealerships. The modification entails relocation of a building and creation of additional parking spaces for both facilities. This proposal would result in the destruction of about 2.55 acres of mitigation wetlands that were created to offset the loss of aquatic habitat that resulted from issuance of Permit No. 2001-00424(0).  The second project involves development of about six dealerships south of the existing Chevy dealership.    

Authority: Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
Congressional Interests: 

Representative Louise M. Slaughter D-NY-28

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  A pre-application meeting was held on December 31, 2003 to discuss two projects proposed by Fuccillo Automotive Group.  

Issues:  Fuccillo Automotive Group has not submitted a formal application to initiate Corps review.  The application submittal must include a complete wetland delineation, evaluation of alternatives to avoid or minimize wetland impacts, and discussion of impacts associated with the proposed project.

Modification of Department of the Army Permit No. 2001-00424(0) would result in impacts to mitigation wetlands.  Special conditioning of permits requires that all mitigation wetlands be protected in perpetuity.  Modification of the existing permit to allow impacts to the mitigation wetlands will be precedent setting, and will present significant hurdles for the applicant.

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) was not included in the pre-application meeting requested by the applicant.  During the meeting the Corps emphasized the need to involve the NYSDEC in all future meetings and correspondence to ensure a coordinated project review.

