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Title/Name:  Storage facility and office building proposed by Mr. Joseph S. Kalwara, Department of the Army Permit Application No. 2002-00376(1)  

Location:  The 5.4 acre project site is located on Halsey Road near the Judd Road intersection, town of Whitestown, Oneida County, NY.  Approximately two acres of scrub shrub wetland were delineated on-site.  The wetlands are connected via an intermittent stream that flows into Oriskany Creek that connects to the Mohawk River. 

Project Description: Mr. Kalwara proposes to discharge fill material into a regulated wetland for commercial development.  Specifically, he proposes to construct a 10,000 square foot office building. 

Authority: Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
Project sponsor/Customer:  Mr. Joseph S. Kalwara

Congressional Interests: 

Representative Sherwood L. Boehlert R-NY-24

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  The applicant originally proposed to fill approximately two acres of wetlands on-site to develop a 120 unit self-storage facility, and a two story, 10,000 square foot office building.  A public notice was issued for comment on August 20, 2003.  The applicant reduced the scope of the project in order to comply with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 404(b)(1) guidelines and respond to U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service comments.  The storage facility was completely eliminated from the proposal.  Mr. Kalwara now proposes to impact 0.1 acre of wetland to construct the office building.  

The Buffalo District sent a letter to the applicant on February 6, 2004 to request final grading plans for the project, which will finalize proposed impacts to wetlands.  The letter also explained that cumulative impacts will be assessed based on prior authorized wetland fill, and mitigation will be required for any additional impacts. 

Issues:  Congressman Sherwood Boehlert sent a letter dated September 29, 2003 to LTC Hall requesting that the Corps respond to issues regarding his constituent, Mr. and Mrs. Kent Roberts who own an organic farm adjacent to the Kalwara property and the proposed New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) Judd Road Connector Project.  Primary concerns raised by Mr. and Mrs. Roberts include cumulative wetland impacts in the area, impacts to the water table, and oil and gas runoff from vehicles.  The construction of the Judd Road Project (2001-01840) is scheduled to commence in 2004 and will impact approximately 1.04 acres of the subject wetland.  NYSDOT is mitigating wetland impacts on-site.  In response to the Congressman’s letter, LTC Hall visited the Kalwara site with District regulatory staff on November 13, 2003 to assess project impacts.  Based on the site review, the Oneida County soil map, National Wetland Inventory maps, and aerial photographs, it appears that two acres of wetland were previously filled on the Kalwara site.  Since the filling of these two acres of wetland commenced prior to 1994, the activity was covered under Nationwide Permit #26 which was in effect at the time.  Any additional fill will require mitigation.  A final grading plan is also required to make a final permit decision.     

