[image: image1.png]US Army Cor
of Engin‘:aers®ps

Buffalo District




February 2004
FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Cicero Market Commercial Development proposed by Seayco Development L.L.C.; Department of the Army Permit Application No. 2003-00456(1)

Location:  The project site is approximately 56 acres located off of Route 11 in the Town of Cicero, Onondaga County, NY.

Project Description: Seayco Development L.L.C. has proposed to fill 2.07 acres of wetland and 490 linear feet of an unnamed tributary to Mud Creek for the construction of the Cicero Market Commercial Development.  The development will include two anchor tenants, a Wal-Mart Super-center, an un-named home improvement store, as well as an additional 68,000 square feet of smaller shop space and four out-parcels.  The proposed fill is for the development of the leasable building space with associated roads, parking lots, and other appurtenances.  The applicant has proposed to reroute the intermittent stream partially through a culvert and partially through a constructed open channel.  To compensate for proposed impacts, the applicant is currently developing a mitigation plan to enhance/restore wetlands off of Route 481, in the town of Cicero.  

Authority: Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
Congressional Interests: 

Representative James T. Walsh R-NY-25

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status: A Public Notice was published on April 16, 2003 for a 30-day comment period.  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency objected to the project based upon availability of off-site and on-site alternatives, and the lack of a mitigation plan.  In addition, 20 letters from the general public were received.  The issues from the general public included the following: increased traffic, flooding on adjacent properties, wildlife dispersement, State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) process, surrounding development proposed by others, impacts to a community garden and private property issues.  The applicant has responded to the concerns raised, and as a result has made minor modifications to the proposal to slightly reduce impacts, and provided additional documentation with respect to off-site and on-site alternatives.  The District is in the process of evaluating alternatives to further minimize wetland and stream impacts and is awaiting additional information on the proposed mitigation which would offset remaining unavoidable impacts.  
Issues:  A letter was recently sent to the Corps from Mr. Tim Murphy, an adjacent property owner, noting concerns with respect to local procedures followed by the town and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).  Mr. Murphy is concerned with the lack of evaluation of impacts to the community garden (a garden developed by the residents on the development site). These concerns are not within the Corps jurisdiction and remain a local issue. The potential for increased flooding will be addressed by the Corps and mitigation will be required to offset impacts to the aquatic environment.  
