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Title/Name:  Flat Rock Wind Power (FRWP), LLC; Department of the Army Permit Application No. 2002-02165(1)

Location:  The project area consists of 21,000 acres on leased private land located on the eastern edge of the Tug Hill plateau, west of the Village of Lowville, in the Towns of Martinsburg, Lowville, and Harrisburg, Lewis County, NY.

Project Description: In November 2003,  FRWP, LLC proposed to permanently impact approximately 2.08 acres of wetland and stream and to temporarily impact approximately 3.10 acres of wetland and stream to develop a 300-megawatt (MW) wind powered electric generating facility.  The project was to be constructed in two phases.  Phase 1 would consist of the installation of 94– 1.65 MW wind turbines and Phase II would add another 93 – 1.65 MW wind turbines.  Both phases would also include associated buried electrical interconnect cables, access roads, meteorological towers, an above ground 34.5 KV electric distribution line and a construction staging area.  No turbines would be located in waters of the United States; all impacts to waters of the United States would be from access roads and the buried interconnect cables.  The overhead electric transmission line would also cross 220 linear feet of the Black River, a navigable waterway. 

Appropriation Category:  Regulatory

Authority:  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899. 
Current Status:  An application was received on November 14, 2003.  However, it was not considered complete until January 21, 2004 when the applicant provided additional data regarding Phase II of the project.  A Public Notice was published on February 17, 2004 for a 30-day comment period.  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service response to the Public Notice dated March 18, 2004 requested that the Corps complete consultation, pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, due to potential impacts to the Indiana bat, a Federally-listed endangered species.  The Corps entered into informal consultation with USFWS on May 7, 2004.  This resulted in the Buffalo District sending USFWS a letter on May 27, 2004 stating that after reviewing all the available information, the district felt that the project was not likely to adversely affect the Indiana Bat.  A response from the USFWS is expected shortly.  In the meantime, on June 8, 2004 the applicant provided new application materials with minor modifications to the project and on July 1, 2004, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation issued their permit for the project.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Flat Rock Wind Power (FRWP), LLC
Congressional Interests:
Representative John M. McHugh R-NY-23

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Issues:    If USFWS concurs with the district’s findings, the district will work toward issuance of a permit.  If they do not concur, the district will enter into formal consultation with the USFWS which will delay the Flat Rock Project.

Project Manager:  Margaret Crawford (315) 704-0256 

