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Title/Name:  Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway Study
Location:  The study effort is concentrated on the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway navigation system; which extends from Montreal, Quebec on the east to Duluth, Minnesota on the west.

Project Description and Significance:  The Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Seaway navigation system is an international waterway that provides a minimum 25.5’ safe draft for nearly 2,300 miles. The system connects the Atlantic Ocean with the Great Lakes through a system of 19 locks and over 600 miles of maintained navigation channels. The system extends through eight states and two Canadian provinces. The navigation system is operated and maintained by both the United States and Canadian Governments through the St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation (DOT), St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation (Canadian), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Environmental Opportunities:  The environmental conditions of the waterway is of prime importance in determining the "without project" condition, which is the near-term focus of study efforts.  It has been repeatedly emphasized that environmental sustainability is a vital part of any Study recommendations.

Navigation Opportunities:  This is a vital transportation system for the US and Canada.  The focus of the Study is to determine the "without project" condition, including the current and projected economic impact of commercial shipping and recreational boating.

Project Sponsor/Customer Interest:  This study currently does not yet need or have an official sponsor. However, the study is proceeding with full and detailed coordination between the governments of the U.S. and Canada through the pertinent governmental organizations.  The government of Canada is committed to partnering the study effort to date.

Current Status:  A series of regional stakeholder meetings have been scheduled over the summer of 2004.  The purpose of the meetings is to provide the current status of the study to interested stakeholders, and to listen to their concerns.  To date, meetings have taken place in Montreal, Quebec, St. Catharines, Ontario, Duluth, Minnesota and Clayton, New York.   Engineering, economic and environmental teams are continuing work on establishing baseline conditions for the waterway.  It’s important to note that that the study effort does not involve any assessment of modifications or improvements to the waterway.

Project Cost:  It is estimated that between $ 6 M and $ 9 M will be required to establish the baseline (without project) condition for the entire Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway system. The study effort is currently be directly funded by the Corps of Engineers and Transport Canada, and estimated to be competed in the fall of 2006.

Project Manager:  Dave Wright (313) 226-3573
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