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Title/Name:  Black Rock Lock, Buffalo, NY.

Location:  The Black Rock Lock and the Black Rock Channel is located where Lake Erie drains into the Niagara River. The Black Rock Channel extends from Buffalo Harbor to the Black Rock Lock. The waterway is 3 and 1/2 miles long and its navigation channel is at least 200 feet wide at all points. 

Project Description: The Black Rock Lock and the Black Rock Channel provide for vessels of all types a protected waterway around the reefs, rapids and fast currents that exist in the upstream portion of the Niagara River. The lock and channel permit pleasure craft and commercial vessels to travel between Buffalo Harbor and Tonawanda Harbor. In combination with the New York Erie Canal, they provide pleasure craft and canal-draft vessels an inland water route between Lake Erie and the Atlantic Ocean. Branch canals in the New York State canal system also provide boaters access to Lake Erie and to the Lake Champlain. Together, the lock and channel permit pleasure craft and commercial vessels up to 625 feet long with drafts up to 21 feet.

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance (O&M).

Total Project Funding:  Total project funding (O&M) for FY04 is $2,950,000.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District.

Congressional Interests:

Representative Louise M. Slaughter, D-NY-27

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-NY

Senator Charles Schumer, D-NY

Current Status/Activities:

Repair of approximately 1,100 feet of retaining wall between the International Railroad Bridge and the Black Rock Lock. Purpose of the repair is to maintain the structural integrity of the wall that was built in the early 1900s so that it will continue to function as originally designed. The work involves clearing and grubbing, driving steel sheet piles, drilling anchor rods to bedrock and concreting.  Total project cost is $4,350,000.

Issues:  None.   

Operations Manager:  Ray Lewis (716) 879-4206.

