ATTACHMENT-2

CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS

IN THE TOUSSAINT RIVER AREA

1918 – Erie Ordnance Depot – Department of Defense (DOD) began use of the site with acquisition of 1158 acres.  The Army used the site for testing and proof firing of Army artillery and as a storage depot.

1975 – Construction of the Davis-Bessie Nuclear Power Plant.  The Davis-Bessie site is owned by Toledo Edison and leased to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife for wildlife management under a long-term lease.  The Locust Point area in question was previously called the Old Diamond Shamrock Gun and Fishing Club prior to its use as a wildlife area.

1977 - Archeological study conducted in the area with a determination that there were no archeological finds.

1983 – Section 107 Study initiated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to address navigation of Toussaint River.

1983 – Toledo Edison, owner of the Davis-Bessie Nuclear Power Plant applied for a USACE permit to repair and rehab 6500 linear feet of revetment.  Toledo Edison withdrew this application prior to a determination by the USACE.

1984 – Section 107 Reconnaissance Report Completed - Economic Analysis shows 600 recreational boats are docked at marinas and that marinas could be expanded to accommodate 1000 boats.

1984 – Reconnaissance Report - Reference is made to sand bar formation, “A natural but shallow cut through the sand exists, inconvenient and hazardous to the unfamiliar users of the rivers”. The alignment of the channel is shown in an easterly direction to conform to the natural channel and to provide the best alignment with the existing river mouth.  The report also indicates the presence of high water velocity at the river mouth.

1985 - Re-construction of the Davis-Bessie riverfront revetments.  In order to re-stabilize a former wetland, dike management and water control gates were necessary.  Marsh management, to be maintained by Davis-Bessie, was established as part of the mitigation process prior to the construction of the Davis-Bessie Nuclear Power Plant.  Completion of the dike rehabilitation (7,700 linear feet) would have a significant benefit to protection and enhancement management capabilities of the extensive marsh area.

March 1986 – U.S. Coast Guard placed 3 buoys in the channel, one lighted at the entrance and two with radar reflection at the narrowing part of the channel.  An Aid to Navigation Team deployed.  The Reconnaissance Report indicated that a non-structural solution had net benefits that exceeded the benefits associated with a structural plan in the entrance channel.

April 1986 – Economic benefits determined to be recreational and therefore the responsibility of the non-Federal sector.

April 1986 – Boats have been stranded and were towed by the Coast Guard.  Traffic congestion noted and Camp Perry patrol boat access hampered by the sand bars.  The sedimentation in the Toussaint River limits the economic growth and expansion for commercial operations in the area.

August 1986 – Mr. Floro, a local marina owner, indicates that there were three charter boats in 1979 and now there are 60+.charter boats.  In order to increase the capacity of the channel to 200-400 charter boats, a safer and larger entrance is needed.  The Toussaint River provides the quickest route to the best fishing reef in Lake Erie and charter boats can make 2 trips per day.

1987 - Construction of the lakeside revetment to correct barrier beach breaching problem at the Navarre Wildlife Refuge.  The permit application was processed in August with the completion of the 3,500-foot revetment scheduled for November 1987.  The purpose of this revetment construction was to protect the existing barrier beach formation from the effects of high water and wave action and to provide added protection from the inundation of floodwater of the Navarre Marsh.  Earlier, the barrier island was being breached and jeopardizing the integrity of the marsh.  Full environmental coordination was conducted with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).  The local marina owners disagree with the decision of the Corps for issuance of the permit and the subsequent construction of the revetment by Davis-Bessie.

1987 - The findings of the Section 107 report indicate that the best plan for the Toussaint River is to conduct dredging every 1-3 years, with an average of 7,500 cy excavated every year and approximately 22,500 cy dredged every three years.  The cost at the time was estimated to be $35K annually. The disposal area is to be east of the Toussaint River channel where littoral drift will move the sediment and nourish the existing natural barrier island beach.  Locust Point is considered a nodal point where there is no predominant drift in either the easterly or westerly direction. Therefore, sand material deposited to the east would nourish the natural barrier island beach near the Toussaint Rod & Gun Club and the sand material deposited to the west would continually nourish the existing sand bar adjacent to the Davis-Bessie property. 

1987 - Carroll Township concern over the generation of funds for the local cost share of the project.  Also, ODNR raise concern regarding offshore and near shore disposal of the sediment. 

1987 – No wake law challenged by the marina owners.  The marina owners contend that with fewer boats in the area there is less churning of sediments and therefore sediment is increasing in the channel.  The marina owners would like the no wake law repealed so that increased speeds would continually disturb the sediments and provide a clear channel.

April 1987 – Federal administration opposition to appropriating funds for recreational improvement.

July 1987 - The original cost share for the Section 107 project was determined to be 60% Federal /40% Non-Federal cost. The report indicates that the cost of a single jetty outlined in the Section 107 is estimated at $2.3 M. 

1987 – Sand bar formation noted.  Davis-Bessie excavated 3500 cy during construction of the revetment.  Concern from the marina owners that sand displacement would further erode and deposit into the channel of the river.  

1988 – Problems regarding dredged sediment placement resolved.  The local sponsor preferred placement of these sediments on the natural barrier beach east of the channel.

1988 - Sediment data concludes that high concentrations of barium, copper, lead and iron were detected, and that it could be attributable to the range activities. 

1988 - Review of the Findings of No Significant Impacts and Environmental Assessment (FONSI/EA) for the dredging of the Toussaint River.  The Public Notice was sent to Camp Perry, Ottawa County Commissioners, Toussaint Rod & Gun Club, Floro’s Marina and Brown’s Marina.  No concerns were expressed regarding ordnance at the time.

1988 – The local sponsor, Carroll Township, indicates that the local cost share will not be a problem, since the township receives considerable revenue from Davis-Bessie.  However, the local sponsor requested that ODNR fund the cost share partially, and preferably fully, as not to cause conflict with other township residents who would criticize use of funds for boater interests.  

April 13, 1988 – ODNR Division of Watercraft expresses a willingness to cost-share with Carroll Township on the non-federal first costs of the project.

June 24, 1988 – Carroll Township sends a letter to the Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, expressing a willingness to cost-share with ODNR on the first costs of the project.  However, the future funding issue with Carroll Township regarding cost share of the Toussaint delayed the project considerably.  The marina owners indicated that their livelihoods depended on the dredging of the Toussaint River.

1989 - Section 107 study completed.  The recommended project is the construction of a 2,100 foot channel that is approximately 6 feet deep and ranges from 100-150 feet wide. Guidance provided that there would be no new construction starts in FY89.

September 28, 1990 – Recommended project approved for construction by ASA, under the 1960 River and Harbor Act, as amended.

April 2, 1991 – Local Cost Share Agreement (LCA) signed between the Corps of Engineers and the Carroll Township Trustees. 

July 17, 1991 - Low bid of $278,300 from Marine Construction Company (55,000cy).  High mobility costs for a small project indicated.

August 30, 1991 - Project Kickoff.

September 17, 1991 – Ordnance is discovered lodged in the dredging equipment.  The Corps of Engineers calls Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Emergency Ordnance Disposal Team, Dayton, Ohio to detonate the ordnance.  Based on discussions with the local sponsor and marina operators, they indicate that Wright Patterson is called up a dozen times per year to detonate various explosives.

September 25, 1991 – Initial 107 dredging project stopped.  The project is approximately 90% completed with 50,000 cubic yards dredged.  Corps of Engineers team members indicate that they had no prior knowledge of the ordnance, nor did the local sponsor mention the possibility of ordnance in the channel during the initial phase of the Section 107.  

September 26, 1991 – Mr. James Moore, Carroll Township Trustee, indicates that the local community has been aware of the ordnance problems for years.

December 1991 – Letter from Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur regarding the sand accumulation in the channel, the possibility of a jetty to prevent further infiltration and quick action so that the channel is not closed off for the next boating season.  Additional dredging, planned for 1992, was deferred based on the resolution of ordnance problems in the channel.  

Total project cost for 1991 Dredging -$612K, $480K-Federal, $132K- Local sponsor funds.

1992 - Concern by the local sponsor that revetment built on Davis-Bessie property contributes heavily to the shoaling problems on the Toussaint River.  Again, the evaluation completed by the Hydraulics and Coastal Sections in the Buffalo District determined that the build up of sand in the area was due to natural forces.

January 1992 – Inventory Project Report (INPR) updated to reflect ordnance issues.

January 1992 - Proposed Ordnance Removal Project is eligible under the Defense Environmental Restoration Project for Formerly Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS) and immediate removal of ordnance along the beachfront.  The initial ordnance removal project will consist of a surface clearance of immediate ordnance hazards and removal and disposal of any ordnance encountered during dredging.  A feasibility study is planned to determine the remaining risk and cost of ordnance cleanup.

March 1992 - Receipt of DERP-FUDS funding for Ordnance Removal

May 1992 – Award of Ordnance Removal Project ($615,000) to EOD Technology, Inc.

September 1-December 9, 1992 – Ordnance Removal Action, EOD Technology, Inc.

February 1993 – Ordnance Removal Project Final Report.

Spring 1993 – Site Inspection reveals additional ordnance on the beach areas cleared of ordnance a few months earlier.

April 1993 - Final Execution Summary for Interim Removal Action of Ordnance 

Recommendations include yearly ordnance removal and better resolution of right of entry issues. 

July 1993 – Proposal for a Field Study to Map Ordnance Distribution Pattern (DERP-FUDS) Work to be performed by the Waterways Experiment Station (WES)Team - $110,000
August 1993 – Archives Search Report completed.

September 7-20 1993 – WES conducts oceanographic and geophysical study on beach and near-shore water.  The study assesses underwater and beach ordnance distribution patterns for the Lake Erie Impact Area.

December 1993 - Preliminary summary of the Field Study completed.

January 1994 – Call for a Demonstration Project to evaluate the most cost effective and safe way to dredge ordnance-contaminated sediment.

FY 1994 - Use of DERP-FUDS funding for Toussaint River Demonstration Project.  Past practice in the U.S. consists of primarily not dredging where ordnance is found.

February 1995 - Award of the Demonstration Project to Shoreline Contractors-$500K

1995 – Toussaint Rod & Gun Club indicates that they found ordnance on their property but did not want to call media attention to it. 

July-October 1995 – FUDS Dredging Demonstration Project.  Realistic safety measures with reasonable productive dredging documented.  Dredging material was screened through 4.5” bars as opposed to 1.5”bars at a cost of approximately $40/cubic yard.

December 1997 – Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District requests use of DERP-FUDS funding for ordnance removal in the channel.

1997 – Local sponsors request for a permit to conduct dredging denied.  There was concern that private interest dredging would be performed without sufficient ordnance safety precautions.  Reluctance to issue permit and yet the need to assist the local sponsor in dealing with sedimentation problems resulted in the Office of Counsel providing new language into the permit.  The language specified Corps ordnance safety requirements for dredging, the  need to provide ordnance safety requirements to dredging contractors and the relief of Corps liability associated with dredging actions on the Toussaint River.

1997 – Letter from Mr. James Moore stating that there was less revenue associated with the Toussaint River area due to heavy sedimentation and therefore lack of channel access.  Also, Mr. Moore indicated that DOD placed ordnance in the channel and that the Federal government should bear the full cost of dredging, maintenance and breakwater construction as a remedy. 

1997 – Local contractor reported removing sediment from the channel.

March 1998 – 1st private dredging permit issued for a 5-year period, to serve as a temporary measure in order to allow the marina operators to continue operating while the long-term solutions are developed.  Stipulates the limited handling of dredge material to one scoop of the dredge clamshell.

August 1999 - Beach Monitoring Plan implemented as a proactive approach to the safety concerns of ordnance washing up on the beach east of the Toussaint Channel.

August-October 1999 – Federal dredging occurs without ordnance incidence.  The dredged material (50,000 cubic yards) is placed off shore. Total cost of dredging $900,000. $546K- Federal, $239K-DERP-FUDS, and $115K-Local cost-share.  Contractor - Lake Michigan Contracting, Inc.

November 6, 1999 – Federal funding of $25,000 received for a New Section 107.  This project will proceed to provide a low cost and safe method to maintain a deep and safe channel, and to reflect changed conditions of the existing project, due to ordnance.

December 1999 – Work initiated on the New Section 107.

FY 2000 – Section 330 of the National Defense Authorization Act initiated.  $500,000 appropriated under the FY 2000 Department of Defense Appropriation bill to address ordnance concerns in the Toussaint area.  Work initiated under this appropriation includes the Ordnance Mitigation Study, the Ordnance Migration Study and the bathymetric mapping of the near shore area.  

June 1, 2000 – Ordnance Mitigation Study Completed – Total cost $220,000.  Purpose was to evaluate safety problems associated with ordnance in the Toussaint River and to recommend actions to address those issues.

February 2001 – Public Meeting held.  The New Section 107 study was deferred until the local sponsor could provide a local cost share of $106,000.  A total of $87,079 Federal funds has been spent out of the original $100,000 allocated for this work.

February 2001 – Local sponsor cost share for dredging provided in the amount of $90,000.

February 13, 2001 – Congressional Briefing in Washington, DC with Senators Voinovich and DeWine and Congressman Gillmor.

March-April 2001 – Dredging conducted with 20,000 cubic yards removed. No ordnance incidence and the dredged material was placed in a near shore disposal area.  Total cost of the project is $413K; $226K-Federal, $112K-DERP-FUDS and $75K-Local cost share. Contractor – MCM Marine, Inc. 

July 2001 – Local sponsor indicates to the Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District that the channel is beginning to clog up once again.

August 2001 – Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District meets with Senator Voinovich and staff at Beef Creek Marina to discuss the Toussaint River problems.

September 2001 – Ordnance Migration Study (Section 330) begins.  WES has the lead on this project with a total cost of $253K. Bathymetric Mapping of the near shore area scheduled with the Corps of Engineers, Mobile District-$20K.

November 2001 – 1st quarterly survey conducted for the Ordnance Migration Study.  In addition, ODNR requests that the next time sediment testing is conducted in the Toussaint River area, that Barium 140 be included as an additional parameter.  There is concern over radioactive waste, possibly from Davis-Bessie, or more recently, the concern from the FUSRAP site in the upper Toussaint basin.

March 2002 – Local sponsor indicates to the Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District that the channel is beginning to clog up again. 

March 27, 2002 – Public meeting held to discuss the Ordnance Removal Action.
April 2002 – Regulatory permit application for a temporary diversion barrier on the Toussaint submitted by Mr. Dan Lora, the local sponsor representative.

May 7, 2002 – The Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District Coastal Team evaluates the proposed diversion barrier design associated with Mr. Lora’s regulatory permit.  In addition, the Coastal Team provides engineering assistance to Mr. Lora’s project.  Mr. Lora’s regulatory application is submitted to the Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Section for processing.  

Week of May 13, 2002 – Soundings conducted at the mouth of the Toussaint River.

May 17, 2002 – Local marina owners dredge channel for the first time this year.  The channel was reported to be only 45’ wide.

May 19, 2002 – Northeast winds close off the channel.  The channel is approximately 20 feet wide.

May 24, 2002 – 2nd quarterly survey for the Ordnance Migration Study.

May 28, 2002 – Ordnance Removal Action begins (Contract cost -$367K-DERP-FUDS)  Contractor - American Technologies Incorporated.

May 2002 – Soundings conducted on the Toussaint River.

July 2002 – Mr. Lora’s regulatory permit action for construction of a diversion barrier on the Toussaint River goes out for public review (Public Notice: 94-505-4(0).  

August 15, 2002 - Ordnance Removal Action Completed.

August 23, 2002 – OEPA and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have strong concerns regarding the construction of Mr. Lora’s diversion barrier. In addition, a submerged land lease and shore structure permit are necessary prior to construction and Mr. Lora is unable to secure both.  The Regulatory section continues to work with Mr. Lora on his permit.  

September 2002 – Bathymetric mapping of Toussaint Area completed during the 1st week.

December 23, 2002 – Letter sent out to Carroll Township notifying them of the deadline regarding the receipt of local cost share funds for the scheduled 2003 Federal dredging project.

January 8, 2003 – Meeting with ODNR to discuss environmental restoration of the natural barrier beach as a dredging alternative in the Toussaint River area.

January 9, 2003 – Meeting with the local sponsor and marina owners to discuss dredging alternatives for the Toussaint River.  Minutes will be provided to the local sponsor and congressional interests.

January 10, 2003 – Site visit to the Toussaint River.  The river was basically filled in, and severe permit violations were noted at the river mouth.  Pictures were taken and will also be sent to the local sponsor and the congressional interests.  A permit violation letter will be sent to Dan Lora, who is the representative for Carroll Township on dredging issues. 

January 22, 2003 – Permit violation letter issued to Dan Lora. All violations must be remedied prior to issuance of a new permit.

February 15, 2003 –ODNR to announce grant recipients.  The local sponsor is looking toward this grant to assist in providing the local cost share funds for dredging.

March 7, 2003 – Reminder letter sent to the local sponsor requesting the receipt of local cost share funds by the deadline date of March 15, 2003.

March 17, 2003 – Letter to the local sponsor indicating that the Toussaint River dredging will not occur in FY03, if cost share amount is not received.

Spring 2003 - No dredging activity occurs. The sponsor has difficulty raising the local cost share funds of $83,000.

June 2003 – Mr. Lora is unsuccessful in acquiring a shore structure permit and a submerged land lease and requests that the Corps of Engineers withdraw his regulatory permit for construction of a diversion barrier on the Toussaint River.   

Fall 2003 – 80% of the local cost share funds become available through the ODNR, Division of Watercraft, and the local sponsor provides 20% of the cost (approximately $20,000).

April 2004 – Dredging completed with approximately 24,000 cubic yards of dredged material removed and placed in the dredge disposal area adjacent to the channel.

June 2004 – Unused local cost share funds returned to the sponsor (approximately $18,500) to be used to fund additional dredging by the sponsor. 

July 2004 – Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) work plans completed.

August 10, 2004 – EE/CA work group meeting held at Camp Perry with all the landowners and support agencies.

August 24, 2004 – Congresswoman Kaptur meets with the local sponsor and the Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District seeking options on how to deal with on-going Toussaint issues.

September 2004 – Ordnance Migration Report completed and available for distribution in October 2004.  The findings of the report indicate that the majority of the ordnance movement from the lake to the near shore area occurs during the winter season.  At this time, the ice formations on the lake and the associated wave actions scrape the bottom of the lake and deposit ordnance from the firing range area onto the near shore and beach area near the Toussaint River. 

