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Office of Counsel

Subject: Asbestos, Chemical Waste Sewer and TNT Removal Actions
at the Former Lake Ontario Ordnance Works

Mr. Ronald L. Kuis

Attorney at Law

12 Scenery Road

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15221

Dear Mr. Kuis:

Recently, I was provided copies of your letters of August
25, 1999, October 14, 1999, and October 27, 1999, addressing a
variety of issues pertaining to the Former Lake Ontario Ordnance
Works. On behalf of the United States Army Corps of Engineers,
Buffalo District "the Buffalo District", I am responding to your
statements and inquiries regarding the subject work.

First, I would like to address the ongoing Chemical Waste
Sewer and TNT waste pipeline removal action. The purpose for
undertaking the removal action and the focus during the planning
and execution of the work was to ensure the safety of the public
and the workers at the site. To that end, the Buffalo District
contractor, Radian International ("Radian"), was required to
submit acceptable work plans, a health and safety plan and an
ordnance plan to the Buffalo District prior to commencing
construction work at the site. Before Radian was given the
notice to proceed, the Buffalo District carefully reviewed the
plans to ensure that they met all statutory and regulatory
requirements and provided for a safe work methodoclogy. The
ordnance plan was also reviewed by the United States Army Corps
of Engineers Ordnance Center of Expertise in Huntsville, Alabama
to ensure that all potentially explosive material would be
handled in an appropriate manner. Mr. Syms was provided copies
of the plans. The implementation of the plans has resulted in a
safe and successful removal action that found no material
remotely close to being explosive in the lines on either the Syms
or CWM property.
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