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Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for Lake Ontario Ordnance Works,
Lewiston/Porter, NY, Proiect COZMYD0Z500

1. Reference ¥b. approved our previous reguest to expand the scope of the

subiect project to include all arese of past DOD activities within the

kh@%&é&ri@%,af the formey Laks Ontavic Ovdnance VWorks (LOOW) that could be
~§ﬁt@ntiai soubces of contawminarion,

2. Ie part of our survent sffort o accomplish thisg, we recently wigited the
prozerty rurvently ownod by the Sommersst Group, Ine. & portion of Rir ¥Forge
Plant 48 wae constructed on this vropéerty during the late 19%07s.  Adr Force
Plant 68 actually consisted of two separate plante {(the north plant and the
South siant: and dneluded 79 structures,  The north plant, located largely on
the Sommerset Group proverty, produced lithiunm-boros based high energy fusls.
The tacility was deconmissioned by the Air Force dn 1959 while the plant was

'~~&ti&x in pilot plant sratus.

3. During our visit to the Sommerset Group property, we toured wmany structures
that were forserly a part of Aiy Poree Plant 88, The condition of the
structuves vavied fronm piles of vubble to bulldings in good condition being
beneficially used by the currvent owner. Ve ddentified several arveas on the
property that should be investigated for hazardous waste contamination;
including several fuel storage areas, a manhole likely contaminated with P(B's,
and several pits, tanks, and wells. ‘These areas will be included in the next
phase of remedial investigations at the former LOOW.

4. A significant discoverv during cue site visit was the largs amount of
asbestos containing materials strewn throughout the property. Apparently, most
of these materials were scattered during the process of decommissioning Air
Force Plant 68. A significant amount of eguipment was salvaged during the
decopmissioning and walls were torn from the superstructure of buildings in
order to gain easy access to the eguipment. Asbestoe containing naterials
present on the property included: pipe insulation {both looze and wrapped around
pipes), fire resistant wall pansls, and asbestos matevials used to insulate
large bollers lasbestos blooks and ashestosg mortar). B stockpile of highly
friable asbestos-type mortar was present in one of the buildings toured.

Boacavse the walls of this bullding have been removed, the bags of mortar have
been exposed to the outside envivonment, making the waterisl particularly
hazardous, 'The owner of the property has specifically requested that we address
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the ashentos contemination on the property. It is our understanding that
asbestos ig not covered under DERP, except coincidentally with demolition of
unsafe structurss, However, we bselieve that the presence of asbestos containing
materiale strewn throughout the property is an exceptional case that merits
special consideration for clean~up under DERP. Clearly asshestos materials that
are lecated in bulldings curvantly being beneficially wsed would not be coversd
under nEEE. Hewever losse, friable sasbeston containing materials that are
present as a result of previous DOD decommissioning actiwvities, may warrant
consideration for inclusion under DERP.

B, VYour decision iz veguested vegarding the sppropriatesess of addressing the
miscellanecus ashestos rontaining materials on the Somperset Sroup propsriy as
patrt of the LOOW RI/PS currently underway. A response to this gquestion is
rogudatod by il Sevtenber 1988 zo that we can inform the property owner of ouwy
position vegarding asbestos contamination.

&, Betorenve:

&, CEMRBE-BED-SD letter datsd 10 July 1987, Subject: Defense Envivonmental
Restorastion Aecount (DERA) - Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS)
for Lake Untario Ordpance Works, Lewiston/Porter, NV, Project CO2HYODZS00.

B, CEREC (CEMRE-ED-a5p/io July 87) lst EBnd, dated 22 July 87, Subisct:
Defense Envircomental Restoration Bocount (DERA) - Remedial Investigation/
Peasibility Study (RI/FS) for Lake Ontario Ordnance Works, Lewiston/Porter, NY,
Project CO2MYO02500.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

PAUL D. BARBER
Chief, Bnginesring Division
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