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Rear Ms. Wesley:
Re.  Lake Ontario Ordnance Works» History Search Report

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (the Department) has
teviewed the “Draft History Search Report, Former Lake Ontario Ordnance Works” (LOOW)
dated December 1997. The History Search Report assesses the potential environmental Impacts
to the former LOOW site (7,500 acres) resulting from Department of Defense (DOD) use of the
area. The history search was performed to develop an understanding of the types and locations of
past operations which have cccutred on the former LOOW facility. The information presented in
the report will be used to provide a basis for identifying possible areas of DOD concern for' -
investigation as part of the site-wide Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study.

Upon review of the report, the Department has the following comments:

Page 4-10, top paragraph The “Acid” sewer and other sewers associated with the
TNT plant have never been thoroughly investigated. Additional assessment of these
underground sewer lines must be performed as part of this investigation.

e 4-16, Waterline Consttucti eas | :  DBoth of these areas have never been
thoroughly investigated. Additional assessment of the detected contamination must be
performed as part of this investigation.

Page 4-18 Middle paragraph: The underground lines discussed were encountered as part
of the *“West Drum Area interceptor trench” construction (October 1990). The li nes

encountered were: a 36” storm sewer line, afire water line and two sanitary sewer lines.

Page 4-2], Section 4.2.1:  Please describe what M-17, M-47 and M-76 bombs are and
what constituents of concem were contained in the munitions,

Page 4:27, 1 ast paragraph:  Please change “Knolls Atomic Laboratory (KNAL)” to
Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory (KAPL),
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Page 4-32. last bullet: This statement should also include that groundwater flow
characteristics are also measured.

Page 4-32, Section 43.2.1:  The 1987 remova of buried drums from property “G” by
DOE has never been investigated to determine the need for additional remedial actions.

AR investigation Of this mea is required.

Page 4-34. Scction 4.3.23:  Additional information on the smoke test should be
pursued.
4-35 :  Please change AFP-68 to AFP-38 in the sixth sentence.

Interim Pilot Production Plant: Are there any drawings available of the
layout and use of buildings a the Navy Plant?

Tafflee4Diborane Recovery process at Area 7 lists cooling oil as a chemical
used, Could this cooling oil be PCB il which has been used for heat transfer?

Page 4-59, Second paragraph: Please change references to “M Street Ditch+' to “M
Ditch”.

Page 4-59, T ast paragraph:  Please change “KNAL” to “KAPL”,

4, ot aph  The last sentence should be changed to read
“... directly west of Porter Center Road.

Page 4.63, Third paragraph: Investigation of other military facilities has indicated that
the hydraulic fluids used in the 195 0's & 1960's at these facilities contained PCBs,

Page 52 Section 5.1.2: Please change alf references of well “MW- 12-28” in this
section to “MW-12-78",

Page 5-3. Section 5.1.2: Since the Army Carps of Engineers now is responsible for the
DOE FUSRAP program, discussion of the areas of DOE activity should be discussed.

Page 5-6, Navy Drawing Pit: Additiona information from Department files has been
attached to these comments.

Page B-1.. Aerial PhotographiTRevigvpotographs reviewed should be made

available for review as part of the report. A more thorough discussion of the
interpretation of the photographs should be included in the report to aid in determining
additional areas of investigation.
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vpoendix A Jlepartmen Agricu e- Lamgners Service w SAECHCV:
Rewew of the 1958 air photo may be helpfui in understanding past govemmcnt practices.

Appendix A, Page 19 avy Historical Center - Operatiopal Archive Department:
Any additional mfexmanon Whlch is gained from this source must be included as part of
the final report.

Appendix ' oht-Patterson Aj rce Base- Air Foree Material Command:
Any addmonal mformauon which is gamed ﬁom thxs source must be included as part of
the final report.

The Department looks forward to the continued progress of this project, Please respond

to these comments within 45 days, If you have any questions, please contact me at
(51 &) 457-9253.

<.

Sincerely,

BT D G

Kent D. Johnson
Engineering Geologist IT

D. Brouwer, New York COE
J. Syms, Somerset Group

R. Park-Zayatz, CWM

T. Sharp, Town of Lewiston
T. Beachy, Town of Porter
J. Strickland, DEC Region 9
C. Stein, USEPA RegionIt
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700 Federal Buiding
601 East 12th St
Kansas City, MO 584106-2896

Attn:  CEMAK-EP-TD/Mr. Gearge Comwell

RE: DO Bum Pt Céntamination Debris, ' -
Former LOOW, Mode! City, New Yaork

Dear Mr. Comweil:

During the week of July 11, 1994, as CWM Chemical Services. Inc. (CWM) was excavating a trench across
the propenty to install leachate lines for its new landfill, a DOD bum pit was encountered, The bum pit was
shallow {approx. 5 feet below grade) and roughly 30-40' in diameter. Within the bum area, CWM
encountered three drums, old batteries, U.S. Navy drawings dated 1957, cut cable and other debris. Total
amount of material excavated from the trench is roughly 200 cy. CWM excavated through the burn area
but did not remove all of the DOD debris. Samples were taken and analyzed. Test resuitg indicate the
material is not RCRA hazardous, but containg organic concebtration levels which are too high to teave
uncontrofled on-site, This debris has been covered with a tarp to Hinit c?maminaﬁon migration d we to rain.

As | explained to Brian Roberts of your ofice on July 26, 1984, CWM has identified the area where the bum
pit is located so the DOD can remove the remainder of the bum pit material easily. Current estimates of
the amourt of material removed from the bum pit and covered with tarps is roughly 200 g¢y. If DOD wishes
us to do so, this material can be placed in roll-off containers (roughly 16-12) and stored yntl DOD can
arrange for disposal. A storage charge of $400 per roli-off container per month would be charged from
August 1, 1994 until the material is disposed of and the boxes are returned empty and cieaned. Should you
wish CWM to dispose of the materigf for you, please call Mr. Don Kopacz at (716) 754-020¢ or 754-0210 for
cost and scheduyle infermation. Since the material is ngt RCRA hazardous. it may be disposed of at a
Subttitte D facility. DOD may wish to take this option ari arrange for disposal themselves.

Piease let me know as soon as possible, but not ater than August 5, 1984, which of the abave options you
wish to pursue. | can be reached at (716) 754-0203.

Sincerely,
CWM CHEMICAL SERVICES, INC.

ey

Joseph Pizzuto, Manager
Purchasing, Contracts, Maintenance

JF/id
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