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Army Corps plans Simonds takeover
Former steel mill will be added to cleanup list
By Scott Leffler
Lockport Journal

The Army Corps of Engineers
plans to add the former Simonds
Saw and Steel Co. plant site in
Lockport to its clean-up program, a
corps spokeswoman in Washington
said Friday.
Candy Walters, a public affairs
specialist, said the Department of
Energy, which is responsible for
investigating nuclear waste sites,
has asked the corps to add the contaminated 9.1-acre Simonds site,
plus two other sites, to its Formerly
Utilized Sites Remedial Action
Program.
She said, "We do anticipate
adding those three sites that have
been recommended by the

Oxy to sell
Falls site
By Patrick J. Bradley
Greater Niagara Newspapers

NIAGARA
FALLS
—
Occidental Chemical announced Friday it is divesting itself

Department of Energy."
She could not give a schedule for
when the takeover is planned or
when the property will be cleaned
up.
The land was last owned by
Guterl Steel, which declared bankruptcy in 1982, and county property records indicate that the 9.1
acres remains in Guterl's hands,
through bankruptcy trustee Stanley
Makoroff of Pittsburgh. Makoroff
could not be reached for comment
Friday. The parcel has an assessed
value of $150, county records
show.
The Simonds site was cast into
the national spotlight Wednesday
when USA Today began a series of
articles focusing on government
contract work at approximately 100

plants nationwide during the 1940s
and 1950s.
Documents and interviews with
some of the workers led USA Today
to conclude that the government
and plant officials misled workers
by assuring them they would be
safe. Workers were handling
radioactive substances, sometimes
without knowing it.
At Simonds, 25 million to 35 million pounds of uranium and 30,000
to 40,000 pounds of thorium were
rolled into billets between 1948 and
1956.
Ownership of the plant changed
in 1978, and Guterl closed the mill
in 1983.
Dr. Arjun Makhijani, president of
a research group that conducted a
Please see Corps, Page A5
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C :ps: Engineers now response for 21 cleanups
step will be."
Luczak said, "The Department of
a research group that conducted a
study for USA Today, said, "Working Environmental Conservation was inconditions (between 1948 and 1956) volved, as was the Environmental
were appalling.... Radiation protection Protection Agency, and now we've got
the Army Corps of Engineers. The
standards were routinely violated."
The report also said, "There is ample bottom line here is that obviously we
evidence that the plant premises have been and will be following the
became seriously contaminated during progress on the former Simonds site."
Walters said the corps' remedial
processing of radioactive materials."
Various sources have said they do action program, which was initially set
not know the present level of radioac- up in 1974 by the former Atomic Energy
tivity or the extent of contamination at Commission, uses federal funds to
the site. Edmund Sullivan, coordinator clean up radioactive sites.
In 1977, the program was given to
of the county brownfields project, said
Thursday that the plant site "has the DOE, which is still responsible for
problems that are bigger than the looking at sites and recommending
(county) brownfields program."
whether they should become part of
Gary Luczak, a spokesman for Rep. the remediation program.
DOE also was responsible for the
John J. LaFalce, D-Tonawanda, said, 1
"When the corps .ge.ts&l^oificiial ndtffi-" - actual ckan-up -until 1998, when that
cation from the DOE,they will do a'site* <W.arfi fell tso the asxcpsi -a n 1 :>
assessment. They will come in and' d a " i vt At<that tifiie, astotal Sol Hi sites were
an evaluation. Then they have to make slated for clean-up. Since then, Walters
a determination as to what the next said, three have been remediated, and
Continued from Page Al

so three new sites, including Simonds,
are expected to be added.
The corps has not inspected the site
and has no figures on cost or how long
the work will last, Walters said. Also,
the corps does know know the current
radiation level at the site.
The corps already maintains one radioactive waste site in Niagara County,
the 7,500-acre Lake Ontario Ordinance
Works site in Lewiston. That site contains waste from the Manhattan
Project.
Meanwhile, State Sen. George D.
Maziarz, R-North Tonawanda, said
Friday that he has not been able to get
in contact with state officials to determine what they can do at the
Simonds site.
Maziarz said Thursday that he
wanted-talk to officials a); ,thej,sfatei:
Department of EnvIFonmerttaJsCQiJSier;-,.
vati6n= Friday.
. s (<fv.i
He said he will again try to talk with.
them next week.
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He recounted to a reporter what he said his
authorities.
By nightfall, her friends sister told him immediately
had turned themselves in after the attack.
"She told me what had
and O'Meara had been flown
to University Hospitals in happened, what they had
Iowa City with second- and done. She was crying. She
third-degree burns over 25 was scared," he said. "She's
percent of her body, the taking it pretty hard because
most severe ones on her it's the first time she's got in
trouble."
arms, back, neck and head.
Two days later, MaquoO'Meara was in fair condition Friday. Her mother keta residents were trying to
was concentrating on getting make sense of the horror of
the girl well and declined to someone actually trying to
comment, hospital officials set someone else on fire.
"Just the nature of what
said.
Tara Tallman and Boden- happened, it's just heinous.
hofer face a felony charge of It's very disturbing," Maquowillful injury that is pun- keta Middle School principal
ishable by up to 10 years in Kim Huckstadt said. "I don't
prison for adults. The girls think that Norman Rockwell
are both in juvenile custody. image of our town and towns
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"This was the same waste
that was in Lewiston, that's
still in Lewiston, and that's
the problem that people
had," he said. "If it was highlevel waste in Ohio, why
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