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U.S. plau,.,unlikely to quiet debate on cleanup
Tonawanda offlcialschart Qwn path on sites with low-level radioactive debris
.
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By FARAH SAFIUDDIN

News TonawanikJ Ilureau
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c;~eAN'ln~' Pl-AN DUE,

Radioactive waste is from Manllattan Project

. i

The U.S. Energy Departlllent has completed stud2
tH········,idt.%¥A···9,.,(······y.$i, '1i1i
ies of several radioactive sites in the Town of Tonawanda and will relea.se ~ propose4 pl;lJ} for the ~leanup by eady faU.
.
But local reaction s~gges~ th~ goverPJllent might
have. a ~ard sell ahead when tillle C()JU~s for public
heanngs on the p1iin.
The Coalition Against Nucle~r Materials in Tonawanda, or CANlT, a group of local officials who have
joined forces on this i~ue, plan to meet· within the
llext few wee~, ~aid Tonawanpa Supeivisor Carl Calabrese.,
.
"It is timely that CANITma~e a decision on what
it wants to do. We don'thav~ to agree with (the Energy Department)," sai~ Coumy Legislator Ch\lrles
'Swanick. D-Kenmore.· a C.ANIT Dlember: .
The Energy Departm<?nt~s infoOllation office in the
~own of .Tonawanda ~as ~eq hol~ing public .info~a
,tlon seSSIons on the aJt~~~tlve$ under cplisIder~tlon
for the cleanup~
. .
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The government' has. foun4 'about 350,000 cubic
yards of contaminated soil and sedirqents at Linde
Buffalo News
AU' Products on East Park .Drive Ilnd at two locations
DOE maintains that because of the low level of raat the former Ashland Oil refinery and the Seaway
dioactivity, the Tonawanda sites do not' pose an jmIndustrial landfill. where the waste W~ t~en.
mediate
health or environment&l risk.
'. From 1942 to 1946, the Linde plant processed ura"Unless disturbed, they pose no threat," said Ron
nium ore for the Manhattan Project, which made the
Kirk, DOE site ~&nager at Tonawanlia. "We're trying
first atomic bombs.
.
The low-level radioactive residue at the pl~nt gives to clean it up because we can't guarantee it won't' be
.
off alpha particles, which can cause cell damage when disturb~d in the next 50 years."
Ralph Krieger, president of Local 8215, OU, Chemingested ~d after long-term exposure. Unlike stronger beta particles or lJ&mtUil rays, ;dpba particl~s ~n iC!ll and Atomic Workers Union, is not impressed
not penetrate fb~ slQu. J\single sh~~t of' paper c.an Witll the ~Qvemment. ~tudy. . ' .
Krieger has lost numerou~ Linde colleagues, instop alpha particles, while steel Of .Ie~~ I,\r~ needed to
stop gamma "~ys.. .
. 'i.
.,
cluding . two brothers, to can<:er; "The. Linde site is

I

contaqtin&ted flU" ~eyol1d what t}:ley. are telling the'
public," Kr1eger argues.
.
:
He points to Il pile of rubble from when Linde;
Building 19 was torn doWQ last year. It remains ina.
pile and uncovered, !Ul4 he said some of it could bel
cQnt~minated. ae thinks utility tunnels at Lind\!!
should be tested as well.
I
Krieger also says he .believes Two Mile Creek'i
which runs off of the Linde property, is C9ntaminated.;
JGrk said the creek has been tested and to date is.
safe by government stan4ards for radioactivity.
DOE is exploring the option of either partially or'
fully excavating the contamiIlated soil, Kirk said.
1
Partial excavation would remove the radioactive:
waste at the Linde and Ashland sites, but would leave
in place &OIPe of the contaminated soil at' the Seaway,
L~ndfUl, which is buried un~~r 40 feet of ga~b&ge. '
The government will then pave to dispose of the
materials either on sH~ or elsewhere. Government
docllments say off-site disposal will take longer to implement and could entail transportation risks.
. Off-site disposal will also involve finding a site willing to take the waste.
The cost of the different alternatives range from
$59 million for it partial ~xcavation with on-site stor-.
age, to up to $300 million for complete excavation
with off-si~e llisposaI.
.
.
Swanick met with Coprail officials last week to get
direct information on tbe cOsts of transportjng the
was~e out of the area.
.
"We are reviewing a number of options," he said.
"DOE i~ stilt promoting on~site disposal. We're a littie suspect Oil tneir figures."
After DOE's proposal is released, a public hearing
and a 45-day p~tiod of public comment will follow.
The government will have to respond to all comments
. before pr~eding wjth the cte.."up, Kirk said.
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