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CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM SECTION 204 
BENEFICIAL USE OF DREDGED MATERIAL 
FOR AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION 

HURON HARBOR 
ERIE COUNTY, OHIO 

 
This public notice has been prepared and distributed pursuant to Section 404(a) of the Clean 
Water Act, and Title 33 Section 337.1 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  Its purpose is 
to specify what dredged/fill materials would be discharged into waters of the United States by 
implementation of the proposed action, and advise all interested parties of the proposed project 
and to provide an opportunity to submit comments, or request a public hearing. 
 
The proposed project would be accomplished under Section 204 of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1992, as amended.  This legislation authorizes the USACE to study, design, 
and construct projects for the protection, restoration, and creation of aquatic and ecologically 
related habitats, including wetlands, using sediment obtained through dredging for construction, 
operation, or maintenance of an authorized federal water resources project. 
 
The study area is located in the vicinity of Huron Harbor, a deep-draft commercial harbor located 
on the south shore of Lake Erie, at the mouth of the Huron River (HUC Code: 04100012) in Erie 
County, Ohio (Figure 1).  The harbor is located 59 miles east of Toledo, Ohio and 55 miles west 
of Cleveland, Ohio.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Buffalo District maintains the 
federal navigation channels at the harbor in support of commercial and recreational navigation.  
 
The purpose of the project is to beneficially use dredged sediment from the Huron Harbor federal 
navigation channels for aquatic habitat improvement to benefit aquatic organisms and the Great 
Lakes fishery.  The proposed project would include construction of an approximately 11-acre 
submerged artificial reef in Lake Erie located approximately 5,000 feet from shore and 1,000 feet 
east of the Huron Harbor federal navigation channel (Figure 2).   
 
Construction of the artificial reef would include the use of approximately 200,000 cubic yards of 
dredged sediment from the Huron Harbor federal navigation channel (i.e., approximately one 
dredge cycle worth of dredged sediment) and approximately 17,747 cubic yards of stone 
including gravel, cobble, and small boulders (ranging from 0.25 inch to 12 inches in diameter).  

 



 
1 Low Water Datum for Lake Erie is elevation 569.2 feet above mean water level at Rimouski, Quebec, Canada; 
International Great Lakes Datum [IGLD], 1985. 

Sediment dredged from the Huron Harbor federal navigation channel consists of mostly fine-
grain material (silts and clays) with some sands.  Construction of the reef would include the use 
of geosynthetic containers (GSCs) to contain this dredged sediment.  The core of the reef would 
be constructed by filling GSCs with dredged sediment, sealing the containers, and placing the 
GSCs on the lake bottom (Figure 3).  A GSC is constructed of pervious high-strength woven 
geotextile.  The GSCs would be prefabricated to fit and be deployed from a split-bottom barge.  
To construct the reef, GSCs would be secured in the hopper of the barge and mechanically filled 
with dredged sediment.  The open top of the GSC would then be folded and sealed via sewing 
and roping.  The barge would be transported and positioned over the desired placement location 
before the hull is opened and the GSC dropped to the lake bottom.  The GSCs would be stacked 
on top of each other to accommodate one dredge cycle worth of sediment within the 11-acre 
project footprint.  Once the dredged sediment-filled GSCs are all in place, gravel, cobble, and 
small boulders would be placed on top of the GSCs to provide suitable spawning substrate and 
improved habitat diversity.   
 
The stacked GSCs with stone covering would provide increased bathymetric relief ranging from 
3 to 19 feet above the existing lakebed elevation (approximately -28 feet low water datum1).  The 
reef would be constructed in a way that creates benthic heterogeneity (areas of higher and lower 
elevation) along the lake bottom for the purpose of creating favorable fish spawning, foraging, 
and resting habitat.  Additionally, the top of reef would be established at varying elevations to 
provide coastal resiliency, ensuring the project functions successfully under various water level 
scenarios.   
 
The proposed project is currently under review for compliance with applicable federal and state 
laws.  A summary of these compliance activities is provided below: 
 
A scoping information package was released on October 22, 2021 for a 30-day public review and 
comment period in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  An 
integrated detailed project report & environmental assessment (DPR-EA) has been drafted and 
was released on May 17, 2022 for a 30-day public review and comment period in accordance 
with NEPA.   
 
The USACE is coordinating separately with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio 
EPA) regarding Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401 water quality certification (WQC) for this 
project.  A pre-application meeting between the USACE and Ohio EPA was held on June 30, 
2022.  The USACE is requesting issuance of the 401 WQC valid for a period of five years with 
anticipation of project implementation to coincide with the 2025 or 2027 Huron Harbor dredge 
cycle. 
 
In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended 
(NHPA), the USACE has requested information from the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO), the National Park Service, tribal nations, historic preservation organizations, and others 
who are likely to have knowledge of, or interest in, historic properties that may be present within 
the study area.  A consultation package was provided by the USACE to SHPO on December 21, 
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2021.  Given the proposed project area had not been previously surveyed for archaeological 
resources, a multi-beam survey was conducted in April 2022.  Based on a literature review and 
the results of the field survey, the USACE has determined that the recommended plan would 
result in no adverse effect to cultural or historic resources listed or eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places.  Consultation between the USACE and SHPO is ongoing.  
All consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA will be completed prior to project 
implementation.   
 
In accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA), the 
USACE has requested information from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on any 
listed or proposed species, or designated or proposed critical habitat that may be present in the 
study area.  The study area is located within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), piping plover (Charadrius melodus), Lakeside 
daisy (Hymenoxys herbacea), rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa), and eastern massasauga 
(Sistrurus catenatus).  There is no federally designated or proposed critical habitat within the 
study area.  The proposed project area does not provide appropriate habitat for any federally 
listed threatened or endangered species.  Therefore, the USACE has determined that the 
recommended plan would result in no effect to any federally listed threatened or endangered 
species or critical habitat.  This effects determination was coordinated with USFWS.  An email 
was received from USFWS on December 13, 2021, which indicated that due to the project, type, 
size, and location, the USFWS does not anticipate adverse effects to federally endangered, 
threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical habitat. 
 
The proposed work would be undertaken in a manner consistent, to the maximum extent 
practicable, with the State of Ohio Coastal Zone Management Program.  This coastal zone 
consistency determination is being coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
for their review and concurrence. 

 
This activity is being coordinated with the following agencies and entities, as well as other 
appropriate federal, state and local agencies, tribal nations, organizations, and adjacent property 
owners: 
 

City of Huron 
Erie County Engineers Office 
Erie County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Erie Regional Planning Commission 
Great Lakes Commission 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Ohio Lake Erie Commission 
Ohio State Historic Preservation Office 
U.S. Coast Guard 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service  
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U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 

Any interested parties and/or agencies desiring to express their views concerning the proposed 
ecosystem restoration project may do so by filing their comments, in writing, no later than 30 
days from the date of this notice.  Any person who has an interest which may be affected by this 
project may request a public hearing.  The request must be submitted in writing to the 
undersigned within 30 days of the date of this public notice.  The request must clearly set forth 
the interest which may be affected, and the manner in which the interest may be affected, by this 
activity. 

 
Interested parties are encouraged to contact the USACE with their comments regarding the 
proposed shoreline protection project.  Please review this public notice and send your comments 
in writing within 30 days to the following email address: 

 
HuronHarbor204@usace.army.mil 

Or via regular mail to:  
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District 
Environmental Analysis Section 
1776 Niagara Street 
Buffalo, NY  14207-3199 
ATTN: Environmental Analysis – Melissa Tarasiewicz 
 

This public notice is published in conformance with 33 CFR 337.1.  All fill material discharge 
would be performed in conformance with Sections 313 and 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 
1323 and 1344, respectively). 
  

mailto:HuronHarbor204@usace.army.mil
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Figure 1: Huron Harbor, Ohio Location Map 



 

 

 
Figure 2. Plan view and location map (inset drawing) of the recommended plan: Alternative 4b Artificial Reef East



 

 

 
Figure 3. Conceptual cross section drawing of the recommended plan: Alternative 4b Artificial 

Reef East. 

 


